I >, ford? in Five- 

y mons on 1 Tim. 4.8. . © 

| -|Whercin many weighty age | 
. ſtiohs touching the promules 


of Godlinels are judiciouſly” | 
Reſolved. 3 FP |. 


By that Eminent and 1 Learned-Di 
'vine , Mr. Thomas Byrdall , 14. : 
late Miniſter of P44 Word; and Ih! 


\, Preacher at Walſall, in the Cout ntY 4 Þ 
of- Stafford. y F f: 
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eſt Evaneelii G:nim ;_ Malice and . va 


| FHNexyerbo fs 


POT 
2 Rug nay 


Fo the Right Worſhip- 
full Sir Thomas Wilbraham of 
Woodbey, in the County of 


Cheſter, Baronet ; Andto the 
| Vertuous Lady, the Lady 
Elizabeth Wilbraham his Wife. 


$ Atred and ſcorn is the. ,-- 
$ portion .of Godlinefs 
P in this life; wicked 
men will beſtow no .. 
better thing upon her. .. 
In all Ages, batred, -- : 
ſcoffs, perſecutions, have been the ill iz 
Genii of Godlineſs : it was Catvins 7 : 
ſpeech ro the King of France, osium . 


: |» perſecution ſtand by Godly men, as 
; Fj 19. * the Dragon ſtood by the Woman 


Y 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


#7 . that was ready to be delivered of her | 


wTþ- 2nd mourn, makes a wicked man t 
(an lauzh and fing , and thar which mo 
bay, Of ail "rejoyceth the heart of th 


Child as ſoon as it was born, Rev. 12: ! ' 


ſo Malice ſtands by Godly men, as | / 
ſoon as they are adopred and called | * 
the Sons of God. As Pharavh com- | © 
| manded the Hebrew Midwives to 
deftroy the male Children of the 
Hebrews, 2s ſoon as they came forth 
from the Womb, bur the Hebrew 
daughters ſhould live z ſo doth rhe | el 
World put men upon deſtroying the | han 
ſons of God, but for the Hebrew Mm 
daughters ( (uch as faſhion cthem- - 
ſelves according to this World) they” 
let them live quietly. 2 
Indeed this is not to be wokdered(© 
at, becauſe of che contrariety: af the be 
courſes of Godly and wicked men, F 
and contrariety of affeRions > charhe% 
, which makes a Godly man to weep 


} 


' 
n 
f 


Vv 


> Ls. on” 


th: 


Y 
be 
od: 
Godly, Yo 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
Godly, is that which grieverh and 
r | vexeth the heairs of the wicked z 
3 ) the diſcourſes of Mammon do re- 
« | Joyce the worldly man, and do not 
3 | mach afte& a Godly man the dif- 
| courſe of Chriſt pleaſerh a Godly 
man, bur it is irkſome to a wicked 
man ; that which a wicked man moſt 
q | ſhunneth, a Godly man proſecurerh | 
| with the greateſt love and defires : 
\@ | Chat which a Godly man moſt harerh 
2 [and abhorrerh, char, a wicked man 

;moſt loveth and cefirerh : 'And as 
_ jchere is a contrariety of affections, ' 
...Mo of courſes and converſations ; the 
/ one walketh to /A£gyp8, rhe other to 
green - the ofie hath communion 
eSvith Belial, the other with Chriſt ; 
the one hath fellowſhip with -dark- 
cheſs, and walketh in darkneſs z the 
pther hath fellowſhip with the light : 
was the ſaying of one, 12 eadem 
proc ſem Antipodes 3,there are Auth & 
h odes in the ſame City : fo I may .. 4 | 
| BY» the feet and wayes of the God-4 Er 
Ty | A 4 pt 
EN, 8p" 
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that zhey are in Iſrael, but are mot | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
hz are oppoſiteto the feer and wayes 
of wicked men. Our Saviour gives 
\ us the main reaſon of the worlds ha- | 
rred of the Godly, viz. becauſe they * 
are not of the world, Joh. 15. 19. 
If you were of the world, the world 
woul4 love its own: bus becauſe you, 
are not of the wiridd, but IT hawe' 

. choſen you ont of the world, there-, 
fore the world hateth you ; every wor 

is remarkable : If you. were of the 
world ] if you (like the world 
ſhou!ld lie ia fin : if you (like thi 
men of this world) ſhould faſhior | 


your ſelves to the world, and t 
into all exceſs of riot with wicke 
men, then the world would love you 
. 5 wo mo id itn, The world woul! 
love ,you as part of her own , thi 
world would gather you under he 
wings : but Godly men are not ( by 
the world ; here they live in tt | 
world, butarenotof ic. As ST, Pa; _ 

Ca 


ſaith of wicked men in the Chur 
the 


Lrac 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, _* 
Iſrael 5 fo the Godly are in the 
world, are not of the world : how © 

 comethit ropaſs they are nor of the 

! world * Chriſt faith, 7 have choſe« _ 

*' you ont of the world, the Lord calls -v» 

out thole who belong to him, from 

+ among the wicked, he calls them 

|; from that ſtare wherein they were 

born,to a ſtate of Godlineſs: be bath 

ſet apart for himſelf the man that i 

F Godly, Plal. 4. 3. n523 ſignifies, he 

| hath warvelouſly ſeparated or fcle- 

Qed them after a wonderful manner 

| hehath culled them our from among 

t men, as with ſome fign of excel- 
lency. 

Now although the world hates 

" them, yet the Lord loveth them:x, He 

nd takes them into inward and ſpecial 

M9 covenant with his Majeſty, giving 

x k himſelf ro them for their God, and 
t raking chem for his own people : 

£4 others ſhall have the ſure Plagues of 

ure? Cain, when as the Godly ſhall have 

oo the ſure mercies of David beſtowed 

1229 (4) on 
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£8 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
PE. "on them. ' 2. He redeems them our. 


4 | by 


ai». 
& > 


n 
Id. Pa 
= vellous redemption in my people, and 
1.8.23. Pr: y peopie, 


' ſo fits and prepares them ro every| 


>8f the hand of all their Enemies: 
"hs 45 the glorious mark of ſepara- 


ron given to the type, Exod. 8, 23. 


1 will put a diviſios 6:tween my peo- * 


ple and thy people, ſaith Moſes to 
Pharzch from the Lord: the word is 
[| Redemption ] the LXX. tranſlate ic 
"'[Difin:a, ) The Cha'dee Para- 
-phraſt.is excelient, 1 will put a mar- 


upon thy people I will bring a 


[Plague : by this is ſh1dowed out our } 
_—_ redemption by Jeſus Chriſt } 


rom our ſpiritual chraldom z God 
ſends redcmprion to his people, and} 


F 
: 


ſends the Plague of damnation on the | 


ſlaves of fin and Satan. 3. Heſan-j 


Qifies them, which is twofold, ei- 
cher by fanRifying their natures, and 


good work, £0 all ſpiritual duries and} 
ſervices; cr ſeccndly, by furniſhing 
them with ſome choice abilities, and 


, 
% 


* 
* I 
"> 
” % 


Ul 


©» extraordinary gifts, enatling them the 


Th: : Fpil le Dedicate). 
to fome more, goble functions 2nd | 


employments in the Church, as wh | 


vid, Feremiah, Pant, &C, 


Moreover, the Godly are they on © 7 
' whom he confers his choiceſt bleſ- 


ſfings, Bleſſing them with all ſpiritu- 
al bleſſings in Heavenly places in 
Chriſt, Fph. 1, 3. Heie 1s amine of 
gold that we cannot digg to the bot- 


tom of : it is faid, He bleflech us} * 


this is a marvellous mercy: he blef- 
ſeth us with ſpiritual blefſings:J this 


1s tranſcendently marvellous : the 
| wicked ſhall not partake of fo much 


as a drop of them : they may be ted 
with common favours more than his 
Children , yet Godis ſo chary, that 


2 


not a crumb ſhall fall from the ra- 


ble of his ſpiritual blefſings upon 
them: And then it is not ſaid, he 
doth bleſs us with ſome, but with 
all ſpiritual bleſſings ]J with all 
kinds of bleſſings : and then it is 
faid , in Heavenly places ] bores 
they come from Heaven, and- i 
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af | 4 » Z The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

 _ e yen the falneſs of them is reſer- 
#| wed for the godly : one drop of the | 
© Few of Heaven is more worth than | 
EA Rivers of the farneſs of the earth : ! 
ſpiritual, heavenly bleſſings are bleſ- # 
ſings truly and properly, Ir is ob- | 
ſervable from Ger. 27. 39. that albeit | 
Iſazc gaveto Eſay the tatneſs of the | 
Earth, yet he aid not call it a bleſſing, } 
 becaule Eſa# had no ſpiricual bleſſings | 
>” with it: Heaven without earth makes | | 
” _ a man bleſſed, but earth without |, 
Heaven cannot: in Abraham we are 
heirs of this world, Rom. 4. 14. in { 
Chriſt we are heirs of che world to |} 
come. The godly likewiſe are per- ! x 
{ons with whom God will converſe, : | 
and in whoſe communion he will ; { 
take ſpecial delight, 1 Jchn 1, 3. het 
will fup with them, and- they with | 
bim, Rev, 3, 20, the Lordwill (as it} 
were ) fecd on their graces, and they Ig 
ſhall feed on his comforts : there} 
are two notable words in the Greek; g 
2 Cor. 6.16. to ſer forth Gods de-Jy 

| light 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


. £701%00 w & eurols, there are f,wo Prxpo- 


n * ſitions, 7 will in dwell :n them: imply- 


it | 


d 


| ing, what intimacy there is between 
them : the other word in the Greek; - 


is, {-mprmz Th» 1 will walk round about 


delights are with them , ſa. 62, 4 


| they are called Chepzibah , for the 


| Lord delighreth in them ; as for 
the ungodly, he regardeth them 


fO | have ſome ſeryants in the world; 
el- {and they are the people, whom. 
e, | he hath formed for himſelf, they + 


| not; he Fnoweth the proud afar off. 


'The godly alfo are perſons whote 
ſervices ſh1ll pleaſe him God will 


7ill | ſhall ſhew forth his praiſe, 1/4.4 3-21. 
he [he calls cheir prayers his delights, 


ith 
S It 
1ey 


Ere 


whereas the ſacrifices of the wicked 
are an abomination to him : for in- 
deed nothing bur godlinels firs men 
for ſerving God, Moreover , the 


ek, 
de- 
ght 


godly are perſons over whom God 
will haye ſpecial care in the day of 


light in converſing with chem, | 


pry» 3s . Shagnz 
them : In Prov. 8,31. itis ſaid, his ſboga 


(43) - their #3 
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\ them, when they cry to bim in che | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
their Ciſtreſs : he is ready to hear | 


rime of their trouble, to comfort | 
them in tribulation and ſorrow, to | 
protect them in danger, to deliver 


| 

' them out of rrouble, co mike them | | 
criamph over their inſulting oppo- | 

ſers : Tertullian calls a Chriſtiag, c#- | 

"ram divini ingenii, © candidatum | & 
Anzelorum : Yea, it is the joy of | ! 

God to du them all good , lerem. | * 

22.31. on the godly be will alſo } Þ 

magnifie the riches of bis grace and } : 


elory, tothe praiſ- of his glorious | 
grace : therefore they are called 


. veſſels of mercy, whom he will fill 


up to the brim with glorious ori " 
I 


cv, Rem,g, 23. he hath made them ; 
his beirs, even heirs of all his rich} 
and pretious promiſes, heirs of his} 
K.ngdom, heirs of ſalvation, heirs of 
the riches of his glory, Eph, 1, 18. 
they are perſons who ſhall live with 
him, and enjoy him, and whom = 
wi 


- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

will enjoy whites eternity laſtech. + 

Godlineſs is profitable unto all 
things as the enſuing diſcourſe of 
' our reverend Author will largely 

ſhew you : there is an univerſal truie, - 
| benefic and profic in Godlineſs , it 
curneth all it coucherh, not into gold, 
| burinto thac which is far better; it is 
| of that loveraign veitye, char if 
£ | makes a -roficable uſe of all that it 
is applyed unto , it alters the very: 
n nature of things , making things in. 
4 | their own natuce hurtful, c0 become 
helpful and advantagions. 
3; Godlineſs is profitable ro a madia * 3 
Wed parts of his life ; I ſpeak of God- -:- 


_ ARIES » 


—_— 


line(s in the truth and power of if, 
1. Even in the firſt Age, even in 
h | Childhood, it will teach eyen Ch 1- 
- | dren to cry Hoſannt to the Lord, 
of| Matth. 21, 16,17. it ſeaſonerh che. 
g | heart betimes with the dew of Hea- 
ch] per 2, Ir makes a manto remem- 

| ber his Creator in the dayes of his 


ill ( 4 4 ) yourh, 


The Epifile Deaicatory. 
yourh, and to employ the ſtrength of 
his life co the glory of his Creator, 
while yet the evil dayes come not : 
Youth and Childhood is the feed 
time of grace and goodneſs, and the 


-- * fied by the ſanRification of theſe 
ors firft-fruits. As the younger ſort of 


band Many temptations ; {o-godlineſs 
Eofs. 15 very profitable for that age, make- 
#, thing the young man to * cleanſe his 


[| 
"., GI, 


gal, 2. Godlineſs is profitable for the 
oveh Tiper years of man; it is profitable 
Zan, yer fo eſtabliſh the heare with grace at 
Ik even £Dat age, and ro keep ir ſrom being 
whe Sun ſtoJlen away from God by the crea- 
Fams. tures it then makes a man more ſo- 
-*  HJicicous of remenibring God himſelf, 
ſeeing he is haſtening apace into ru- 
inous old age. 4, Godlineſs is pro- 
ficable for the laſt part of a mans 


life, 


i} . whole lump of our lives 1s, ſanRi- | 


ranſs people is ſubject ro much vanity 


way, by taking heed thereunto ac- k 
aparcd cording to Gods word, Pſal. 119, 9. 


p— 
— _ 


-- 


Hhrmities of. nature in old men, 


ter the rain, and the end of one 


l 


«- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatony. 
, viz, oldage : it is for comfort 
it 4 old age is ſubje&t ro many 
ievances there will evil dayes come, 
Jerern they ſhall ſay they have no 
aſyre : thereaie many decayes and 
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ich make their dayes evil and 
pleaſant , when the clouds return 


duble is the beginning of another z 
en the Croſs 1s a burden, and 
all matters are burdenſome ro 
Mm 5 now godlineſs is profitable 
| this regard, it yields ground of 
cial comfort in old age, becauſea 
dly man knows when this earthly 
bernacle ſhall be diſlolved, he hath 
ailding of God , an houſe nor 
de with hands, cteinal in the hea- 
ns: When a ſoul hach been long 
vainted with Chriſt , and defirech 
be diflolved, to be with Chriſt, 
ich is beſt of all, Oh whar com- 
t 15 this to his ſoul, when he finds 
char 


k 


\ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
that the day of his redemption draw, 
eth nigh ! Godlineſs is -profitable az 
ſo for ſtrength in old age: for & | 
cheic outward man decayerh, (o they , 
inner man grows ſt:onger and (tro 
over : then 1s the life of faith, arp 
the power of grace more ſtrong a 
vigorous in them , to put health 
fickne's, ſtrength in weakneſs, e 
in pain - we read of thoſe worthi 
Heb, 11. thas out of weakn'ſs t 
were mad [trons by faith: they pp 


age: the price of youth is apt to Chg ; 
ſcorn ani c::ntempr upon oli ag,y 
which ic ought co honour, bur Gy |; 


hairs are a Crown of honor when thy | 

_ mo in 4 way of riahtcouſn ; 
ines. Þ : $ 

and godlineſs. Prov. 16-31, I 


4- Moſt proficable is dearth co 
godly, nx Cor. 3, 21, All thikhel 
a8 Yeurs , ſaith the Apoſtle Oc 
amo 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
hong theſe, all things he reckon- 
* 3th Death : to the ungodly it may 
T © ſaid, you are Death's, bur ceath -£ 

not yours. Asit may be faid of J 
[diers taken in barrel , rhey are 
dr their own men, but are priſoners 
ng at the mercy of t' e enemy : {0 
ach takes the ungcdly , they are 
aths priſcners and captives : but 
the gocly I may ſay, death yours, 
r friend,yoar ſervant. tolet you into 
Yppinels; Death i the Porter of the 
ſence chamber, it :dmits the godly 
2EF co fee and know God 2s he is, 
hen Jaceb heard that his ſon Joeph 
Cas alive, his |pircit revived z and 
agael ſaid, it uw enouzth, Joleph my 
Gly is yet alive, 1 will go and fee 
In before I die; and with what joy 
[gs Jacob affeted when he (aw his 

, hom he had thought long be- 
Fe ro have been a pley to tome 
Mel beaſts When death cometh, 
Uoocly man ſaith it is efoogh, it 
19 _—_ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
is enough; My godlineſs and Chrij 
ever liveth : Oh let me die, tha : 
may £0 and (ee the ſweet and 

rious tace of my bleſſed Redeemd 
and cryes out as a dying godly mfp 
once did , Come ye fiery —_ | 
and catch me vp inro Heaven whe 
I may fee God, Come ye ble 
Angels and carry me upon yd 
wings to the fight and preſence Jn 
the Lord ; or as St. Augu/tines MN: 
ther', YVolemwus in celum, Volemms | i 
caluws, Come, let us fly, let us fic. 
to. heaven : a godly man ſaith [ 
the day of death, O Beata ates, Ft 
bleſſed day, when I ſhall enter in 
my Maſters joy ! Finally, Goder 
nels is profit.ble ro eternity, JoÞ 
15. 16. 1 have ordained you ( (al 
Chriſt to his Diſciples ) 2zhat | 
{bould go, and bring po? fruit, 
that yorr fruit ſhould remain, j 
fruit of godlineſs is nor like Suget 
mer fruir,” that periſhech, bur it 

maine 


| 


BY 
* 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
hrineth, ic is everlaſting joy and 
arty ; Oh how ſweet ſhall the re- 
elmbrance of godlineſs be to the 
nets for ever and ever ! Theſe 
os being conſidered , I cannot 
rid wonder with Chyſotome, that 
he man doth not digg a pit in the 
eſſſund to hide his head in, thar ſhall 
yop to open his mouth, and ſpeak 
:e Inſt Godlineſs, 

 MNow much honoured Sir, to you 
w | to your Worthy Lady, do I 
us ficare this Trat of the Pro- 
th Yof - Godlinels, together with 
s, {three other Diſcourſes annex- 
- in the firſt (hewing the Unprofi- 
30denels of Worldly Gain, the ſe- 
1 ſhewing the danger of being 
nfruitful Tree .in Gods Vine- 


( (a 


it ©; the laſt ſhewing char none 

, the violent Chriſtian doth ob- 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Suget 'me exhort you to grow in 

it Fe, and to increale in godlineſs ; 

ang | it 


The Epiſtle Drdicatory, 
1t1s obſerved, thar in Scripture t 
are more exhortations tO a4 gG 
Iife than to faith: there is no 
nament doth fo well b come y; 
as. godlineſs , as the Gold Rf 
decketh che Pearl thar is emboſ 
in it; the Silver Coyn ſets out þj 
ſtzimp chac is engraven in it ; fil 
ſweer face commends the amorby 
eye that rolleth in it z the Rqk 
Robe gives a luſtre ro the Pri 
that is inveſted init ; the glorig; 
Heaven beautifies the Sun that 15 {ſk 
chroned in it 5 ſo coth gooligj 
adorn and beautifie him that hackhj 
Beware of unlawtnal Gain, for th. 
will make a mans Bread to be as &h 
vel between his reeth,and his crinſgt 
wormwood to his taſte, Labotten 
beleech you ro abound 1n allffo 
fruirs of righteouſneſs, it is bqhe 
to be in your Countrey as Treey } 
a Garden bearing fruit, then as T 
in a Waſte, to cake a ſhew and 


The E piftle Dedicatory, 


tyw only, Oh how doth the Devil 
2Gch many Great Perſons ro {1n now 
> Grele, and then 2 little, and co trifle 
* Yay the oreateſt pair of their time 
\purt unneceſlary things, til at Jaſt 
Y20Ilgy become rich in fn, and b.nk- 
It Þt in grace ! Sin will thrive in your 
; bls, if grace doth not. Offer ye 
,orÞlence to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Rqce none bur the violent d take 
Pri City of God : Apperitus ſummit 


ory; eff infinitzs > that which a man Patents. 
15 Kkes his chiefeſt good, his defire of r4;i/com*2 


Slick unfatiable,and he laboureth with 
1athhis might to obtain ir. The Lord 
Dr Qh enriched you with abundance of 
as Fhly comforts, and that ( 3s the 
ringghter of Caleb when Joſhua had 
boten them the dry land, wentro C- 
all ffor the upper ſp1ings, and for the 
baher Springs; ) ſo yo't may goto 
ree} Fountain of life for the upper 
Things, and may be alwayes reple- 
nd ntihed 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


niſhed with beavenly comfo:ts, is 
ſhall be the prayer of 


Much Honoured Sir 
and Madam 


Z1nnary LO, 
166}, 


Your obliged and moſt affeF 
nate ſervant in the Goſpe 


IYilliam (rear | 


YOM" 
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\ Speech delivered tothe Inha- | 
he bicants of Walſall, April 30..1662..; 
| afthe cloſe of the Sermon preach-',, 
vil ed at the Funerals of the Reyerend i 
FM, Thomas Byrdab, late Miniſter of - Ml 
Walſall:By that Eminear and Lear-; » iP 

1 ned, Divine M*. Anthony: Burgeſs, \ = 
= of Sutton Goldfuls in- Marwick: » _— 

| Fee » \y indy 1 


iS 


[ OY that are che Inkabi- | 
FZ) tants of \this Town,,\met.( _ 
pc > here xr upon this. 
1 R [ad occaſion, let tae ſpeak 
bnmor>Otn.s little to you of our ſad, 
31 4 meeting at hi. timehad, 
"Lord done: that whith the "4poftle.” 
(9) 4cknow- 


* 


4 
= 


' acknowledged concerning Epaphrodi- 
tus,: when he was ,fick and nigh unto 
death, Phil. 2. 27, ( the Lord had * 
mercy op him , viz. in reftoring bins 

again ) bad the Lord been pleaſed 10} 

hear prayers, and anſwered therequeſss 5, 

that were put up , you bad not loſt a; 

Paſtor, we bad net loſt a dear friend and 

relation : but the will of the Lord iþ 

done. And now Funeral Sermons arch, 
for the living, not for the dead; like 
Jour flowers os the Corpſe, not fat the 

0 cp, but for theſe that have obe 
ſmell of them; therefore it is my wa 
"= (for the moſt part.) to wave to ſpeal 

.* of thoſe that are departed ;, yet I & 
| , - 708 ſo the up my ſelf , as not to ſpe 

ſomething upon ſuch an _—_ 

ES Cs faithfu 
Brother, who be = arr pregd 

&h, VG 

If 3 do alterl improve this [it's 
cafion, pardon me'; This ow Bros] 

wes \drar to me, not only upon the 41 
cont of the relation a 4 Minifie, * 


( 


f 
4 


J 


” llſo of a particular relation to my 
0 Yelf, "which it may not ſeem in vain 
4 to ſpeak of. When it pleaſed God to 
® gall me into theſe parts to undertake 
0 Tach a great charge as the care of ſouls, 
ben this our Rewerend Brother , and 
4 hour dear Paſtor came as Collegiat with 
ne; he did not ftay long there , but 
#pa choſen your Paſtor and Miniſter ; 
ind now, if ſo be that in the ſpeaking 
tel him, 4 little grief doth any way 
fe}, rerrups. me, do not think it unman- 
Our Saviour Chriſt did diſcover 
W4ys tears about Lazarus, and the Jews oF 
44/4, Behold how he loyed him ! $o John 183 
[ OF in ſpeaking of ſuch a relation, ſuch ***** . 
Peay acquaintance, and ſuch a leſs, there | 
4 41) interruption , it is not un- 
RN”) 
4 I have but two things to ſpeak to', 
-Þþ be that commendeth a Pitture or 
24 age, dvth not ſo much commend that , 
94}; Artificer that made it ; ſo if ! 
CF you, what gifts , abilities ,' graces 
P> "3 mroveht in this your Paſtor, it is . 
(ba2) not 


* ., F. 4 _— wy 
© 2; "Gogler i WOE: | Td 2*5 "mc 


not ſo much to ſpeak of him, as of G1 
in bm, and to glorific God. Anh 
therefore 1 ſhall! ſpeak ( and th; 
but briefiy) to two things, Viz, 


To his Preaching 
+. - To his Lite; 


:Þ : 
# 


theſe” two things being the Uirim af* 
'Thummim for the building up of # 
Kiniſter. As for his Preaching, #0 

1. it was an able, Seriptural, {KK 4 
firudting preaching ; it « great Þ p; 
fciency in any peopl? 10 know whatW? 
'go0d Preaching, and what are gil £ 
Sermons 3 now this one thing, if 
Pfu rnb", the ability and dexterity 2 
4 Miniſter in applying of Scrip: 
to peoples hearts , bc that fnfrucd 
and convinceh by Scripture , he ih 
reproveth , that comforteth by Scyipty 
.be cometh with [ Thus ſaich the Lot « 
_and the wit of man cannot over» | 
him: Thus ſaith the Lord ; and ng 
- the Iuſt and pride of man , andy. 


' 


. of 
P. 


; 
[ 


/ 
uſt yicld, Now thu our Brother was 
ch a Preacher, A man may be an ex* 
lent Scholar, and yet want dextert- 
of preaching , Where there js a great 
al of learning, there is not alwayes 
bis dexterity : Our Brother was 4 
deer1e) which fignifics, one that hath * 
£ill in Scripture, one that inſiraZeth, 
pliventth, enflameth: ſo that when 4 
an cometh and hearuh ſuch a man, he 
gf with, Verily. this man hath more than 
Pooks, learning, parts: he hath Go4 in his 
iKart and tongue, wirking in him and 
"pb bim + that & one thing, the do- 
batfrinal abilities of this our Brother -in 
gilſ's way of preaching which you can 
» prneſs, | _ 
ity 2+ The ſecond thing was his uſe- 
ip:hb, prattical , profitable, and power- 
4 7M(-preaching : the Scwcr went out to 
» ii Wheat :. not Chaff, but Seed -whzat 1 
pid now this you may witneſs tos, 
orf-1 our Brothers preaching was a uſe- 
rolls powerful, prattical way, in af 
4 #721 tending 10 your edification : 10 
'71| (b 3) what 


G9 
An 
tha 


» _— 's 


g # ) wo 
” _—_ ++, . ' 


what f pat i it for a'man to have 
a golden tongue , if the heart be oth 
enflamed therewith ? and therefore thi 
way of prattical preaching , wherebyg 
the Kingdomg of fin # deſtroyed, aniif 
grace begoiten |, and people edifieay 
this is the great, the excellent way 
Eloquence is commendable , and Di 
wvinity doth not renonnce it, but it beps 
cometh ſubſervient to heavenly preach 
- ing, if it be the handmaid, But ther 
' # lattle in affefted words and charm 
of meer Bumbaſte : though many meiſe! 
may delight to hear them, yet give mio 
that which will rather make thy hea## 
weep, than thine ears to tingle; vhithe 
which will ſend thee home, and mall 7 
thee cry, Oh 1 cannot ſleep for my ſinl8ift 
that which will make thee cry out, 0's 
my fin, my fin ! 4: David cried out #1 
bis Sen, O Abſolom, my Son, m4; 
Son ! this affetFienate way is the por 
erful and profitable way. 
This our Brother did uſe all ki fr 
of mayes of preaching * he tried a MF" 
zapbyſi 


veltaphyſical and a Rhttorical way of Prea- 
volt ching, (1 mean according to humane 
hii\wayes) and he ſaw that wonld do no 
ebygo0d ; therefore he betook himſelf to a 
nipowerful, praftical way of preaching, 
ed hat may whereby the mind « enlight- 
ay ved, 4d the heart wrought upon, aud 
Di#his was our Brothers preaching, Oh 
28s 15 better 10 ſpeak one word to edifi- 
cheation, then five hundred words in 4 
hermmeer vain, empty, fantaſtical way! 
rl 3- Ha preaching was affettionate, 
heſerious , inward x; it was mere _ than 
; Books or words, more then ſtudied 
ealipords , and learned Sermons, though 
chitheſe be neceſſary , and of great: uſe 
nal miſtake me not) it was inward and 
hnlafſettionate; it was with Inward work- 
\ gs of bears , with love 10 God, 
ut @11h love to your ſouls, and to the edi- 
cation of them ; this is 4 great mat- © 
potter when we come ( as the Apoſt.e ſaith) 
the evidence and demonRraton 
Lig! the Spirit: thoywgh we come. with 
, Ming and all Lawfull arts, yer there 
JG (64) yu. 


\ & more, the heart and the afſettion 


of 4 Preacher @ mort: "thus warm 
milk from the breaſt i that which 
nenrifheth the Child: for. a man to 
ſpeak of regeneration, and himſelf not 
know what it s for a Miniſter t0| 
preach of living by falth 5 and. other 
truths, and for himſelf not to knowl 
the meaning of them experimentally je 
what & it but even as Sampſon's Lif. 
on ? he had honey in his. mouth, yet wat 
4 dead carcaſs, ſo that he was newer\n 
tbe better for it , he taſted it nit : (@ 
let a4 Miniſter deliver never ſo excel 
lent divine truths, if ht have not 1h®! 
worklnz of theſe upon his own heart! 
he & but 4s Sampſons dead Lion wit 
honty in his mouth y he ſpeaks that Wwe 
knows not the meaning of. 86 

4 His preaching was conflant, dlpr: 
lizent, afsiduous preaching : theſe vellſe 
waltr, ths very place can tell you hot! 
diligent he was in preaching, His dillfare 
gence appeared that* notwithſlandl b 
the paln be fetr, yet he was conſt fs 


ronÞpreachins 16 you: be' bath been.\Jn' 
rymWnent in bis body, and 1n-great pai! 
ichWles be was in declaring the. will of. 
40Y unto you: this declared bis cons: 
notycy and diligence , that he would: 
roll ſpare the-pains of bis body, mor: 
ker torture -be had, but travelled in 
1008 and body for you at #he [ame time: - 
lly tether , thus much for his Preach- 
Li}. 
wailfs for his Life , your. ſelves alſo. 
eh witneſſes of a holy life, which s. 
. I creat commendation of Gods ſer-: 
celi#ts, It was the great complaint of 
th@her , nothing made him ſo weary 
arts Minifiry as thu, 1 cannot live 
pit have Preached, and truly no-. 
; lipe may affet# a godly Miniſter ſo 
cb 4s thus , that he cannot live as. 
dipreacheth - that he cannot put forth 
verſe works of grace which he declares 
howwthers : Miniſters are not Angels ; 
dilfare not freed from infirmities z but 
dif by his goad grace keeps thoſe that 
fil faithful, that they. are unſported 
in 


in the world. 1 dare not 10beof 
Donatiſts mind, that thought that &, 
Adminiſtration of Sacraments , 

the Preaching of ungodly Miniſtt 
could not be of Edification 10 Regen: 
ration. or Converſion : n0, the Chu) 
hath exploded that Opinion, for ita 
would be to make the Promiſes of & 
te be made net to the Inſlitutionye 
ſelf, nor to the right diſpoſition of |. 
ſubjef# empley:d therein, but to the gy. 
lification of the Miniſter , and the Iyy 
penſer thereof - Whereas we ſee a 
Scripture s atherwiſe : Tet it « yu 
tain that the prophaneſs of Eli s Sw 
wade the people to abhor the ſacrij 
of God : therefore drunkenneſs, le 
faneſs, wickedneſs, unprofitableneſsus 
a Minifler, are great aggravation þ 
their fin. As a deformed Lim 
drawing 4 curious Pitture, makes ble; 
felf the more ridicnlows : ſo the behſ 
Sermons 4 prophane Miniſter preay | 
eth, be doth but make himſelf the 
ridiculous; he ſheweth what hint 


I 


of $uld.be, but is not - But now by the 
4 frce of God our dear Brother bs. life 
| 4 confirmation of his dottrine x 
iſtty 'krow it among you , and it was 
'gelgvincing of you - Owr lives ordeved 
gh all tenderneſs and prudence” ac- 
7 Widing to the will of God, are con« 
if ( cing , converting and teaching 
0h yes. 
of Y.And the Lord to increaſe his gra- 
eqN#. and to exerciſe his faith ana pa- 
e Dice, was pleaſed in bis latter dayes 
'e Raffiiit him with that [aq and grie- 
s (yes pain of the Stone, and the con- 
5 Slwences thereof 4 pain ſo great. that 
crit of the Philoſophers was of the 
 Meement , that all pain was but 4 
eſs\ naſie , and a meer imagination , 
ns being under the pain of the Stone 
my 7 remember) he cryed out, he was 
s Vifeived: 1t pleaſed the Lord to ex- 
belſe our dear Brother thus , aff1tt- 
rea him with this diſcaſe, and that a 
e ig time together, and ſo made him 
ime were a Priſoner in his houſe : he 
ſb W466 


%. 


wa ofien afraid- that be ſhould'di 
a miſtrable , tormentins , painfully 
death : it was hu great fear becanſth, 
of the torturing pun that was upon a 
him : bat b:hola ihe mercy and gooddy; 
neſs of God 16 him, that gave hn 
an eaſie d:ath, ſo ths be ſcarce fellhy 
what pain was - ſee how often w? 1roufy 
ble our ſelwes with needlefs fears fp 
which the Lord newer brings upon us Ft, 
Thu our fricnd feared 4: tormentingye, 
death, and it pleaſed God to deal otheryy, 
wiſe with hm, wveath hath now cu 

bum down, he s {allen to the ground hiz 
0-9 hu fat !. Tour Paſtor 1s gone, anlff. 
hath new finiſh'd his courſe , about thity 
"587 five and tifrieth year of hs aze © Pot 
= judze it by my own, be was a liith e: 
| younger then] : yet altbouzh be ſet ou 
FD after me , he"L.ath over-goone m:: byC 
3 ared as 1 hive obſerved, ia the beſt olhat 
4 azrs, about fifcy five, the brſt tim? (ſd, 
die bein! then, as one tha: hails / dfher 
rhe vine of this life, and'\gocth at tug 
the worid withent the dreesh af it at 


Us od 4) er 


ai © 
fullond thus the Lord hath diſtoſed of him, 
n[tand brought lim 10 Heaven , tears 
Pont annot bring him b-ck aga'n: hewould 
odnot come hither a»a:n if he m-ght : he 
9% in glory and happineſs : there 15 on- 
el thus to be ſaid, Newitheleſs for him 
ouJo have abode in the fliſh was needſul 
s oor 50u: Are not the Sun, Moon, and 
s Friars needful? are net lieht and ſalt 
inteedſul? to theſe are fairhfal Miniſters 
ern Scripture compared, 

cul 1havea word of Exhortation to you, 
rd iz, to humble your ſouls under this hand 
anf God: 1t 1s fin that makes us unfro- 
tptable and unfruitful, and that cauſeth - 
© Pod to ſay net only of the barren but 
1] even 4s now ) of the fruitful tree, 
ouCut it down. Under the Law, when 
| City was tobe btſieged, God took care 
at no frui:fall trees ſhonld be defirey- 
d, no Axe was to be forced” cgainſ 
hem, Dent. 20, 19. yet retwithſtand- 
g the Lord hath. done it to you: Oh 
it [bat we were ſo wiſe, that we conld price 
alpercies rather by the enjoyment , than 


'F 
l, 
/ 


by the want of them : 1t is pitiful to ſaſ? 
Give us our Miniſter, give us our By 

dall ag4in : it is as to ſay, let the Saf 
come back again : therefore bumble yo 
ſelves ander this ſad Providence * aff 
ſay, H ath not my contempt of the Worfh 
my wnprofitableneſs, my ingratitude beÞ 
as ſo many blows to cus this tree downg 1 
the Lord forgive it me, and pardon m t 
And although he be now dead, yet 
hu Sermons, let his Exbortations liwge 
as Paul ſaid to the Corinthians, 2 Co 
® 3-2. Ye are our Epiſtle written 
:, our hearts, known and read of : 
© men: &0 you of this Town of Wall: 
you have your. Paſtors Sermons writt 
in your hearts and lives : the wh 
Country knoweth that you bave had 
bs Prophet among you - you muſt one d 
anſwer for every Sermon he preac 

| 4m0n2 you : you muſt be accountable | 
all his ſtudies, for all the pains he # 
ana endured , for all tht ftreneth' 4 
blood that he ſpent, for the life he ſþe 
in doing good to your ſouls: theſe thin 


[aj oft come to an account for : there= 
zyE entreat ye the Lord that he would 
Safe you ſenſible of theſe things, and 
yo they may be wſeful to you for your 
al; And now therefore ſeeing the Will 
arShe Lord 1; done, be earneſt with God... 
bes he would provide ſuch a Paſtor for ; 
wk that what your deceaſed Paſtor plan- 

; ml be #bat ſhall ſucceed may water, and © 
; great Godof Heaven give increaſe, 
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But Godlineſs is ftofitable with 1 


| things having propuiſe of the life thgt 
. now s,and of i athichy to Came. 


| Serm. 1. Preached at WalſsT Nov 3. 1661, L. 
CHAP. . f 


: rags 
CDIES He Apolile wainntad 
's 974 Prophecical forefight, knows, 
r .*- 2. ing;how prone men were, 
LS ard-would be in all ages to 
@-—;, 217 bearken to vain Opinions, 
aud connin gly deviſed Fables , tendinf} to 
Kraw men from the exerciſe of true Godli- 
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_ The Profit of Godlineſs. 


.._ Heſs, to an imaginary , deviſed and fupery 
ſtitious way of religious Worthip, Yoth i 
theverſe foregoing admonifh T' ;morhy,and' 
in himall Miniſters and people co beware of 
ſuch doRrines and practices, verſe 7. ;] 


fuſe prophane and old Wives fables, and exer- 
ciſe thy ſelf rather to Godlineſs., As who 
ſhould ſay, When thou heareſt or readeſt 
ſuch doctrines and opinions, ſhun them, + 
reje&t them, for thouph they may have a 
great thew of devotion , yer they are but / 
fablgs , yea they are prophane, and of no 
more worth than old wives fables arc. Some 
underſtand by. fables, Jewiſh traditions 
whereof che. Jewiſh Talmad is yet full, and 
which he forerells , that even Chriſtian 
Would \imbrace in after-ages; others un{b 
derftand by fabtes,*the doQrines of H 
reticks , for ſnch he.ſpeaks of, verſe 3. forſto 
bidding to marry, and commanding to abſtaita 
from meats, which are to this day the doJG! 
. Atrines of the Romiſh Church. Now tt 
only, ready way to ſhun theſe fables, is t$#4 
give up our ſelves to the conſtant ezercilpf 
of 'true commanded Godlineſſe; * ſhr 
theſe - fables, and exerciſe thy ſeq. 
to Godlineſs; make ir thy work, aj. 
ons thing neceſſary , ro ſtudy the dodtri 
-and praQtice which is according to 'God 


The Profit of Godlineſs, "i 
Now my Text is the reaſon why every 

Chriſtiari ſhould refuſe all corrupt do- 

Arines and praRices in Religion,and addit 

of} themſelves ro the only exerciſe of true 

: Religion; Becauſe bodily exerciſe profiteth 


little, But Godlineſs is profitable unto al 7 

things. | | 
In this verſe three things lie obvious to 

m ,| your obſeryation. 

e al 1. Apropoſlicion. ] Bodily exerciſe pro- 

bur] fiteth little, 


2. A double oppoſition y Of. things 


ns 
and 
ian 1. Of chings,] Godlineſs is oppoſed to 
an bodily exerciſe. 

Hey 2+ The effet of Godlineſs is oppoſed 
forſto the effet of bodily exerciſe : The Apoſtle 
taigtaith, Bodily exerciſe profiteth little : but 
doJGoalineſs i profitable unto all things. 

thi 3. The reaſon is expreſſed , becauſe 5: 
s tfwath the promiſe of the life that now #, and 
rcilf that which 3s ro come. 


CHAP. 


Reſp. 1. 


Ozf.1. What is meant by bodily exerciſe ? 


The Profit of Godlineſs. 


CHAP. | i al 


I Sha'l exp'ain theſe words, then + : 


mend 2 point to Jour obſervation. cc 


It 1s not meant of bodily labour iff js 
our Mechanick Callings , neither is it tq * 
be underfioad of bedily exercies of pleafrh 
fare, 8s running, riding, wreſtling , hanjs 
ing, ſhooting, ro which men addi themph 
ſe:ves for heelth and pleaſure. The Apgſt'{ſe; 
rreats not (as an Artificer er. PhyſicianJyo 
of matters ' which concirn our health , off, 
worldly commerce; but as a Divine, AD; 
Things in which the power, truth and lifne 
of God'in2(s confiſteth. NE 

2. By hodily exerciſes are underſtodþre 
all choſe aCtions and external praRices, The 
which men place Religion, as abſtiner{hc 
from mea's, marriage, watching, faſtingno 
wearing ſackcloth, lying on the groundeer 
'Kewile all devour aRs that men do, whiEot 
have a great ſhew of piety, and are mnÞoc 
commended by Papiſts ro this day; thhre 
man that leads an auſtere life , that faſte 
much, thar abſtaineth from meats aff 1 
-drinks, that obſerveth dayes, and Canoſaid 
cal hours, and in a Monkiſh manner Yi, 
noancg 


The Profit of Godlineſs. 
nounceth the world , is eminently godly 
among the Pap fs, he is reputed as an An- 
gel dropt down from Heaven. 

. But this auſtere diſcipline, the Apoſtle, in 
contempr, callech Boaily exerciſes. 

| 7, Becauſe the body, and not the foul 
' Wis the ſabjcR of them. | 

 tq * 2. Becauſe the body is only tamed, but 
I*4jrhe ſcul is not bertered by them : the body 
nts kept down, - the ſon] is {till looſe, pro- 
emphane,and anſantified. Ic is worch our 6b- 
ſtyſerving, whac the Apoſile callech ſuch de- 
41nJvorion, verſ. 7. he calleth them prophane 
» Afables, in ver. 1. he calls chem do@rines of 
D:wils, - All doQtrines of abſtinence from 
meats, and forbidding marrizge, command- 

ng and enjoyning theſe bodily cxer ciſes, 
re doctrines nor cf God, but of D-vils ; 
$, Fhere is no religion nor holineſs in them, 

erhouch 5 op very religious, there is 

lingno Godlinefs in them, though they ſeem 

anQery god!y : for the Apoſtle, in my text, 
'hiYfoth oppoſe Godlineſs to theſe devour + 
mnÞodily exerciſes, plainly noting that they | 
by enot Godlineſs. 
ue What is meant by profiting little ? | v 
89 It is as wn a7 che Apoſile WE b: 

noaid; theſe bodily exerciſes may and do EE 

rr Ylittle bencfic your body, by ſuppreſling 

nee. B 3 the 


. 


6 The Profit of Godlineſs. 

the vigorous ſtirrings of your luſts, it may 
reftrain the as of fin, for men pamper 
their luſts, when they pamper their bodies; 
wen nouriſh their luſts, in nouriſhing their 
bodies with meats and drinks, and ſome 
eaſe, this is ſome profit in this bodily exer- 
Ciſe : butyet it is bxt [ttle. 

I. Becauſe it tamech che body without 
ſan&ifying the hearc, 

_ 2. It islittle, becauſe it is bur for alittle 
tire. 

' 3.1t is but bittle becauſe it pleaſeth men 
bur ic is nor acceptable unto God without 
inward holineſs. - 

4. It is bat little, becauſe it is but uſeful 
only for the taming of concupiſcence , it is 
not profitable for all things. 

S. 1t 1 bat little, beeauſe it is as good 
as nothing, itamonnes to little, even to uſt 
nothing. 

' What is meant by Goalineſs ? 
—— Godlineſs is tikea for the docrine 
| of Godlinefſs, 1 Timothy 3. 16. Grea 
i the myſtery of Godlixeſs ;, that is, the dc 
i _ Qrineof Godlineſs, which verſ. 9. be calls 
F-. * , the myſtery of Faith. | 
--,i-.” 32. Forthe external duties of Godlineſ 


. 


whe 


an 


toward God, 1 Tim. 2.2. In all Godlineſy ,. 
d Homfty : Welcada life in all Godlinels Gc 


= 


neſs 2nd mind of God, | 
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The Profit of Gedlineſs. | 1 
when we'give God his due; and'inHone-! 
ſty, when we give manihis'due : and among | 
choſe, the duries which we perform to-Pa- 
rents.anq Kindred, is in 4more ſpecial man- 
ner calle& Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 5. 4. Zet them 
learn t« ſhew Godlineſs to their own houſe -* 
which texe, iP well confidered, will plainly 
evince, that Godlineſs is very rare, where 
the profeſſion of Godlineſs is eminent : 
how/ew are there who make conſcience of 
doiof) duties to Parents and Kindred which 
natUYre bindeth us to petform? ALLE 

Z. Godlineſs is taken for the whole Chri 
ſtjan duty of religion, doctrine, and praQice 
ind worſhip, 2 Pet. 3. 11. ſreing all cheſe 
things periſh ; What wanner of perſons ought oy ay oats 
Je tobe in all holy Converſation and Gudts-*"<*tov 
neſs? Inthe Greek ir is jn the plural num/ a5 . 
ber, in all holy Converfations and Godli. : 
linefſes; and fo it is taken in this place! 
The Greek word in the Text is zyovfern, 
which properly denoterh the ſpiritua] wox- 
ſhip of God preſcribed in his word, © 

[tis called Godlinefs , | 
T7. Becauſe jt is of God. | 
2. Becauſe it is according to the word 


3. Becauſe it tendeth'to the glory 'of 
God: I ſhall anon flew what Godli- 
: B 4 neſle 


'g- The Profit of Godlineſs, 
| neſſe.'is in ſeveral particulars. 
þ ft.g. What is meant by profitable ? -E 
ſp. 1, - Profitable is caken niſt ſor that which 
is go0d, Luk, 5. 39. | 
© 2.. For that which is h<lpful-co obtain 
any good we would have. 

3, For that which is not only g means 
ro further ns, but the immediate and proper 
effe&.1s profir. 

4. For that which is of neceſſity need- 
ful, and without which we cannot we'\ be, 
In all theſe reſpe&s Godline's is profirable 
untoallthings. * -& 

x. There is notbing ſo good and whote*Þ® 
ſome as Godlineſs, \Þ 

2, There is no means ſo uſeful and belp-\pn 
fol to obtain the. beſt of goods, as Godli-JPt 
neſs, ni 

3- ;:Tbz immediate and proper «ff f 
of Godlineſs , is our profit and eternalſ C 
good. d, 

| 4. There is nothing more needful thanÞo! 
 Godlineſs. Jt is better for 8 man not rofTi 

be, than ro be withour Godlineſs : it is 

better ſor a man never to be born, than toc v 

be born, and not to be godly : Men can} gc 

do better wi:hout meat, drink, apparel gc 
rich:s, houſes, lands, than without Godlisſ-p; 

neſs : be ghat ends bis daies in vpgodlineſsÞt,. 


The Profit of Godlineſs, 
n eternally undone man., if he gets the 
ole world, and not Godlinels, be reaps 
ch þ profic, 
Godlineſs is profitable to al thingy, that 
infos)! intents and porpoſes ; it is profir 
leſor every ching whatſoever. 


Ny 
| ns 
pes F. 


ed- 


#; 0p | 
be. fence in the firſt place we may ob- 
bleÞ. Herve . 


CHAP, II]. 


| ſhar Godlineſs is very beneficia| Obſer. 1, 


te-(0{ man in every thing. He that hath 
dlineſs, hath all things ; he wants ro- 
lp-yng that is requifice tro make a man 


dli-JPpy. Be godly, and you have riches, 


Fnours enough 3 it 18 principium, medium, Calvin in , 
AF finis Chriſtiane vite, it is the beginning loc. 


nalf Cliriſtianity , it is the middle, it is the 

d,itis the All of a Chriſtian, ſaith Calvin 
hanÞon t he place. . Goalineſs is great gain, 
troflim.G6 6, Ir is great honours, great 
r isEChes, 1t is a preat purchaſe; no man in 
; roſe world makes ſuch a profitable bargain 
canſ godly men ;. no men in the world drive 
rel Jcb a trade as they, Prov. 3.13,14,15,16. 
dli-fappy 3s the man that findarb wiſdom : It 18 
eſsÞr,. Happy is cbe man that findech riches 

q. an 
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The Profit of Godlineſs.- 
and honours, bur that finderh Godlinek,, 
H:ppy is the man that getreth anderſtanſ}; 
Ss; itisnot, Happy is the man that g& 
teth wealth and honour , bar the cr; 
knowledge of God, werſ.13. The Aerchgy 
diſe of it is better than the Merchanaiſtfh 
filwer, ana the gain thereof than fi”* golhe, 
chatis, Godlineſs is a richer con'Modgh 
than gold or filver : Wordlings lock up f 
ſuch as gain gold and ſilver in great "dug. 
dance, as the only rich men, but hethg, 
Saineth Godlineſs, gainech tlie greze 
profit. Fer/. 14. Silver, Gold, Rubies: 
all precious ſtones, yea whatſoever is 6 
ſirable in the world, is not comparable 
Godlineſs: all the things a man can deli 
are not comparable to Godlineſs : wif} 
grear, what precious things may not a mff c 
defireto have ! let him defire what he c$t 
ler bim deſire that all the waters in the Ys; 
were turned into wine and oyl , andfth 
ſhould be bis, ler him defire that all t 
tones in the ſtreet and fields were tut 
ed intro Diamonds; let him defire 
the Mines of gold and filver in the wt 
world, yet theſe vaſt defires, were tl 
turned inco realities, were not compar: 
to Godlineſs. Ferſ. 15. Lenpth of dt 
are on wiſdem's right band, Ju, in her |. 


( 
| 
| 
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ined riches and honoar, Verſ. 16. Here you 
tarſ ir is proficable for life, for riches, for 
t onrs: it 15 equivalent to theſe, and in» 
* ticely decter thanall theſe. 
rh bis doctrine is a Paradox to the world, 
4iſeſh 2nd blood harh nor faith to believe it 3 
Zrefore it is obſervable, what the Apoſtle 
10h in the words following my Text, This 
PQ faithful ſaying, worthy of all acceptation; 
tDufſether che wortd will beteve this ſaying, 
eth Godlineſs is profitable to all things , 
'e:For believe ir, yer ſaith the Apoſtle, Ic 
es, moſt faithful, rrue, infallible ſaying , 
is QF deſerveth all credic. The day of death 
ble F judgment is coming, wherein all the 
delfFid ſhall pur their ſeal ro chis crath, 
wit Godlineſs is profitable to all things : 
a MF cain of the whole world is not com-, 
1e Fable to that of Godlineſs, at death and 
heYomenr one mite of grace will be worth 
andthe world, | 
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CHAP. IV. 


SDL 0 


N profecution of the pint I muſt ſhe 
1. What is Godl nels. 

2. Thacic is beneficial and proficablet 
co al] things. 

3. Thereaſors why it is ſo. 

1, Whar is Godlineſs. 

" It is of abſolute concernment to kn 
what is true- Godlineſs, ro which Heavgl 
and Earth is promiſed, that ſo our hop 
of erernal life may not make us aſhamed 
the laſt : there are many who lay claim 
che promiſes of Heaven, that have no moan 
right ro them or Heaven, than the fooliffr« 
Virgins, preſuming that they were godipu 
and clzjimed to Heaven, but were witf"0 
ſhame thruſt down from Heaven: gates in(Þ*y 
Hell among the ungodly. ef 

There is a fourfo'd Godlineſs, three ſo 
are ſuppoſed and eſteemed by men to | 
Godlineſs, but arc not; there is but onfls 
true real ſubſtantial Godlinels. 

T, Thereis a civil Godlineſs, which J® 
nothing elſe bur a civil, moral and ingenioE#. 
deportmeant of a mars felf among and_þ 


” 


The Profit of Godlinefs. 
emen, conſiſting of the negative part 
Godiinelſs, as ro be no drunkard, no 
rearer, no adulterer, no unjuſt perſon, 
ch was the Godlineſs of the Phariſees : 
od, I thark thee, Iam nor as yonder 
abl:canis, this among che generality of 
en is reputed very Godlinels , bur alas ! 
leq cometh 'as ſhort of the glory of trac 
ddlineſs, as thelight of a Candle comech 
the glory of the Sun : if this were God- 
eſs, then there may be as true Godl.neis 
nofmong Pagans and Infidels, who know no- 
xveging of God and Chriſt, as amor g Chri-- 
opgians : Yea, many Heathens have been ve- 
edgeminent for civil righceouſ::cſs,, and'a 
m oral converſation, even ro the ſhame of 
nogjany Chriſtians, Do but think w hat man- 
plifer of pzrſons the fooliſh Virgins were; 
zxdijpu may conclude thar cizil righteouſneſs 
witjnot Godlineſs ; for they were ſuch, yer 
inty had neicher promiſe nor poſſcſlion 
the life ro come, which they ſhould have 
ord, if civil and mora! righteouſneſs be true 
o tpodlineſs, yer thongh this be not Godlt- 
 orfls, yer civility ſhall ſo far profir them, 
that'their cormenc in Hell ſha!l be leſs 
chan the:rorment 'of others, 
1043. There is an humane, voluntary, de- 
| y&&'Gol!ineſs, which in my Trextis called 
fol bod.ly 
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The Profit of Godlineſs. 
Bodily exerciſe , and is nothing,elſe Þh 
a rigid diſcipline of the body, with myyg| 
faſting and abſtinence from ſome meatsFt | 
certain dayes and weeks together, eat{ fl 
of Herbs, lying on the ground, ſeparat}3, 
themſelves from worldly buſineſs, andpic 
vil ſociety of men, living in Wilderneſſf | 
Cells, Monaſteries, and auſterity of IÞl 1 
which God commandeth nor, and theſtts 
fore approveth not of, Yer this ſtrict: 
of life, this negleRing of the body (as tw 


by Papiſts, as if it were a divice and A {e 
pelical Godlineſs : bur this is not GoE 1 
neſs ;. for St. Paul doth bere oppoſe GF01 
lineſs to this bodily exercife; and ic is 


4 


þ 
greater enemies to the power of Godlinca, 
then ſuch deyour perſons. Such was fap 


Godlineſs of che Phariſees, who pla@ar 


worſhip and religion in waſhing bands Fre 
fore mear, in waſhing pots and cups, ike 
faſting twice a week, in wearing--heÞai! 
mortars on their heads, and tying thoghir 
ro their heels. Men may pleaſe themſelſha 
with theſe or the like deviſed devotioÞphi 
bur God abhors them ;, all that canfte 
ſaid for ſuck wayes is that of the Apo 


Colol. p 23, they bave 4 ſhew of wa nr 


e humility, of devotion, of Godlineſs, as 
miighe'braſs harh a ſhew of gold, bur it is 
ts$t , and as painted flowers have a ſhew 
ay flowers, bur are nor. 

rat]3. There is an Hypocritical Godlineſs, 
ndþich is (as St. Pax faith, 2. Tim. 3.5.) 
eſſe form of Godlineſs, the whole exter- 
f Il ſhape of it; it bath all the outward 
theſſtts of it, it wanteth nothing bur the 
Anwer of it; As a dead man bath all the 
as Itward parts of a man, there is not a 
nimber wanting, but only he hathno lie, 
ſoul ia him; ſo an Hypocrite hath all 
vitbie parts of Godhneſs, i reſpe& 
GFCuty, and in reſpeRt of grace, he pray= 
is Þ, he heare:h-the word, he faſteth, he 
neeiveth the Sacraments, he liveth' un- 
Ilinpcoeably before men ; -he hath all grace 
as Jappezrance ; ſeeming faith, love, rem- 
plagance, - ſobriety, zeal, obedience ;; bur 
ds Fre is no power nor life in him , this 
ps, ike bodily exerciſe ) profits him a little, 
hegaineth che name and credit of religion 
thojhim, be is commended and applauded, 
iſelÞbach the praiſe of men, this is all the 
tiopht Hypocrifie bringeth , bur the hypo- 
anfte bath no promiſes made ro him, but 
pol creadful threarnings of woe, deach,and 
s/aqmnation to come, 
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4. There is a true ſubſtantial Godling 
which God commandech, :pprovech, & 
delighrech in, ro which he hach madeþi 
promiſes of heaven and earth, What 
Godlineſs is, | muſt now ſhew, and whge 
tn it doth conſt, l 


j 1 


SBCT..2; 


tl 
Rue Godlineſs conſiſteth in theſe pþy 
ticulars, h 

1. In a principle of grace within :þit 
that is truly godly, is a partaker of the Hi 
vine nathre, 2Pet. 1.4., born of Gig 
T Joh. 3.9. the ſeed of God winhim : þþ 
flified in ſoul and in ſpirit, 1 The, 5.þo 
Geodlineſs is from God, it is a Divine ph 
perty, it is the 1mage of God, it couſhc 
from Heaven, and makes ns like unto. Und 
if thy hearc be got ſanRified, if chedF 
natureand the ſeed of God benot in thy! 
there is no Godlineſs in thee ; all Þoc 
works of righteouſneſs, and all thy reb 
ous daties are not Godlineſs ; they arcþng 
ſhews and ſemblances of Godlinels : Js y 
ſpirit of Grace muſt be in thee as a root$od 
fore thou canſt bring forth the fruits offor' 
ſpicic; thy perſon muſt be made Cofpec 
defore thy lite or . thy profeſlion Þilh1 


The Profit of Godlineſs; t7 
inÞþe Gollineſs , Qportet aliquid intis tfſe; 
 Fhere mult be Godlineſs within; berore 
defherecan be Godlineſs without : Thiſtles 
rt {cannot .bring forth grapes ; oh therefore 
;hqock and pray, thac thy bearc may be 

banged, renewed, that the ſeed of God 

Join if, ; 
2. True Godlineſs is -a pgivitig ro God 
's whole worſhip according to his wotd ; -. - 
e fpechactis Godly, doth not only give God _ ef 2 

he outward atts of worſhip, but piveid jour 28 
n :hitn internal worſhip ; he ſervech God amore condi 
the iith his body and with bis fpirir; he draws Jung, 0 
f Gigh wich bis mouth and with bis heart 2 pak, 
» : ſie doth not only pray ; bear, read the ejud acicld 
. 5-pord, medicare, and receive Satrargents, conciliat. 
ne Fhich are the external aRts of worſhip , Calvin Ins 
couſac he doth-alſo love God above al! chings, /##+ 9. 1; 
o.Und fezr God above all, and delight pt: F1 
ed God above adove all things, and [anfia Dei 
n thult in God, and depend and l;ve on vencratio 
all Þod; The word which the Apoſtle uſeth & obtem- - 
y reþ my Text is tne, which ſignifies gis $757"2/e 
 archnp to'God ſpiritual worſhip according tO wet in 
(s : Þs word ; theſe are che worſhippers whith cath, 
rootqod ſeeks for and deliphteth in ; ontward - 
ts offorſhip withour inward, is nngodlinels is 
s Coppocrihe; it is mocking God ; it 15 a com« 
foo Piling God about m_ lyes { this is thee 


which 


'  ., ways as the beſt ways for him co walk it 


| gy9%, will and affections of men, 
_. Goliaths: ,& way like to the ways of th 


hypocrites iI|1pttned may do): but in pa 


Civil man chooſeth the way of outwa 
morality ; but the godly man chuſeth th 
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which diſtinguiſheth the godly from the] , 

ungodly and hypocrities; for wicked men}, 
and hypocrites worſhip God ex:ernally, 

and give him al] excernzl worſhip, but de- 4 

ny-him che in:erna! worſhip , they pray h 
| 

ſo 

; 


and hear the word (things good in cthems 
felves } bur do not love nor fear God, nor 
_ in him; nor in hispreſence, it is] 
the Gogly men that doth All. th 

3. Tcue Godlineſs appeareth in the judge y 


. In the judgement : a man truly 
Godly eſteeme:h the ways of God as t 
moſt excellenc ways. No ſword like t( 


el 


0 
Orc 


Te 


Lord :- 2nd thar not in general ( for i 


ticular as to bimfclf, he approveth of God 


and therefore makes choice of them for th "1 
: wayes wherein he will walk : The profar py 
man chooſeth: the evil wayes of fin, tl 


1; 


holy iri ways of God to walk in. 


have choſex the way of truth, Plal 119. 3G iff 
1 _ove choſen thy precepts, ver. 173. & | 
. In the benr and reſolution of tt 


will, As for me and my houſe We will a of 


The Profit of Godlineſs, _.. 
th; Lird\, (aid Joſhua : let others make 
what reſolution they pleaſe, this is the 
peremptory reſolution of a Godly man. 

3. In bis aff:Rions, his ſorrow is God- 
ts _ Godly forrow workech repentance : 
ere is a ſorrow that is not Godly, as the 
. ſorrow of Ahab, of Fudas : the holy mins 
"Year is Godly ;—he ſervech God with reye- 
rence and Godly fear, Heb. 12, 28, there 
©'Þs a fezr that, is not Godly ; Sinners in' $ on 
#4 afraid, Nis loveis alſo Godly, and his 
" Welight is Godly © Godlineſs is upon all his 
" Pffections : it 1s called Godly fear and /:x- 
"Tow, &c. becauſe it is from-God, ad 2c- 
"Fording to God, and for God it is ul.i- 
mately terminated in God. _ | 
4. Frue Godlineſs appeareth in the con- 
oFerfation : the general. courſe of a Godly, 
"'T ns life is according to the word of 
Sod : what fins he ſceth -are forbidden, be 
aaferh : what Cu:ies are commanded, he 
01 willing to do, 2 Tim. 3.12, Al that 
"bl live Goaly in Chriſt Jeſus : you lee 
| UÞre, there is a Godly life : it 4 ſaid #55 
) Þriſt Feſws, noting that Godlineſs con- 
 3Yeth in conjuRion ro Chriſt, communion 
<h him, and imitation of. him, 2 Pet. 
| tft. What wanner of ht ye to 

| perſons ought ye 10 

[ers at holy converſation and Godlineſs t 
C2 
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The Profit of Godlineſs. 
' A Godly converſation notes two things, 
T. Univerſality : a Godly man ab- 
ſtaineth from every groſs fin; be is for 
every duty, 1have reſpeft unto all thy com- 
manaments, (aith David, Pſal. 119.6, bg: 
reſpeReih all as well as one: an habituaſ; 
neglet of one known duty marreth all thy j 
pretended Godlineſs. Sr. Lake deſcribing 
the Gollineſs of Zacharias and Elizaberh(} 
ſich, chat they walked in all the command} 
ments and ordinances of God blameleſs 
Luk. x. 6. Obſerve, they had reſpec to ag 
commandments and ro all ordinancega 
To walk in one ordinance, 8nd not in thlgj 
other, is nor Godlineſs, ro walk in ſong 
commandments preciſely,and not in other 
is ungodly hypocrifie : fides eſt copmlativli 
ebediextia eft copulativa : faith and obeGy] 
ence are copalative, . | 
2, It 8ppeareth in the conſtancy of oþ6 
converſation z hence it is compared to ne 
walk, becauſe it is a conſtant progreſs ; þ 
is a race, becauſe it maſt be run to tho, 
erd: it is nota few good aQts, when caf | 
ſcience ſtirre;h, or as other occaſions uf, 
us : it is not for a day, nor for a longh 
ſpace, but it. is for continuance : it ihe 
courſe that laſte:h as long as life laſtethho; 
it is not like a candle which 1s JightGer, 


The Profit of Godlineſs. 
vs] and then blown our, put in and put out 
b4 again, but Godlineſs is like the Sun and 
for] Stars thar conſtantly ſhine : and how 
m+| ever things and times go, and in what 
ag place and company ſoever, Godlineſs wi:l 
ual appear; a crue Godly man in all changes 
thy is Godly, in profperity, t adverſity, in all 
Mnf ates and conditions he is Godly , 7ob in 
2th his proſperous eſtire feared God, and in 
and his poor eſtate bleſſed God. 
leſs} $F. True Godlineſs makes a man ready to 
0 Ado good to all : he that is truly Godly, is 
ncegafter Gods example, pious, kind, gracious 
n tiyfand merciful ro others , as he receiveth 
ſofmercy, grace and kindneſs from God, ſo 
thefſhe imparts it to 0: hers , he would have all 


a119ike himſelf , the Hebrew word [ Cheſed ] TDN. 


pbeQwhich the LXX. tranſlate Holy, (ignifieth 
kind benign man : Solomon delgybeth a 


}f food man by this property, that he is _ 


| toFmerciful ro his beaſt, much more then to 
is ; men, moſt of all ro them that be of the 
tO thouſhold of faith. 

ncq 6, Godlineſs makes a man to a& all for 


1s UlBZods glory : he doth all in fincerity, aym- | 


long at no other er1, than that God may 
it Feolorified by him; nothings irs him up 
aſtetſhore to plorifie God than Godlineſs ; 
lightFere there rio Heaven to crown him, 


C3 no 
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no Hell to affright him, yet he would ſerve 
God, becauſe God is olorified by. his fer- 
vice; finis denominat opus ; things tak? 
their names from the end tor which they 
are, anda, when men make gain their 
end, we call them worldly men, when they, 
make honours their end, we callthem am- - 
Þbitious; ſo when they make God theirſ;, 
end, they are rightly called godly mcu 4, 
as rivers come from the Sea, and run intof;, 


the Sea ;, ſo Godlineſs cometh from God 
and rerminateth in God. 


—_— 
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Serm. 2. Preached Novemb. 10. 1661, 


BY CHAP. 


V. ic| 
is 
he 


Have ſhewn in what true Godlinef. 
doth confiſt : I ſhall now ſhew thar it : 
proficable unto all chings: as they ſay q, 
the Philoſophers ſtone, that it. will curn 1 
metals inzo gold ; fo Godlineſs will cut | 
all rhings into profit and adyantage to. uf: 
that in the end men ſhall cry out, It is god 
for me that I was godly, Before one 
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The Profit of Godlineſs.  -o 
ſhew how. it is beneficial to particular 
things : I ſhall ſhew, 
kf 7. That Godlineſs is in it ſelf tranfcer- 
*Yf dently good 2nd beneficial,” 175m. 6,6 
"'} Godlineſs is preat gain : if you want all 
eYJ chings, nor Godlineſs, you have yetrich-s 
mFenough, it is great gain, itis the beſt good, 
©Hicis che chiefeſt of bleſſings; the word is 
2 Jemphacically ſignificant , it is not a4,G-, 
Att is not the rent or great tribute , bur 
merobg , a' conſtant and continaed $11n, a 
fountain of profic: ir is equivalencly all 
things , it apſwers all things, ir makes a 
man rich and happy without che addicion 
* Þf other rbings : but, all other things can- 
ot make a man happy without Godlineſs : 
rich man is not happy becauſe of his 
iches, nor an honourable man becaule of 
is honours, bat happy is the man that hath 
he Lord for his God : wretched rich glut- 
Jon, becauſe wicked; bur happy poor La- 
"*Þ4rx75, becauſe godly; he was exceeding 
* 'Tich, he had a good God, a good Chriſt, a 
food Covenant, good Pardon, good 
Þrace, and a good Conſcience : Oh what 
"Whin had Lazarw ! As the Philoſopher 
2 Rid of virtue . that if men could bur ſee 
606 , all would deſire virtue , it men could 
(<:Þ\ ſee whar goia Godiineſs is, evry man 
C 4 wou!ld 
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wou'd defire it-; Qh that 1 were godly. || 1 
and ſay as ThemiFocles didto his ſervants | þ 
ſeeing Jewels gd Pracelets lying beforegot 
him, Tofe tx ifta,cgo T bemiſtogles ſuny,T ak"e 
thou up theſe things, ] am Themiſtocles ; Letſeve 
Qthers take up gold and filver, and worldlypls 
gain ; 0 rhay 1 were godly! I muſt bk 

oCly, . 40] 
Now Goflineſs is not only beneficial ingum 
jt ſelf ( which ſhall not infift ppon ) buſſim 
proteey to ſhew how profitabje ir is tba 
other things, that if we wopld be bleſſe@ls 


in eyery thing, ler us add Godlineſs to evegye 
ry thing, which, like a Diamond , makey 2 
- 


gtjn which it is ſer tp be rich ; ſet a Diaſpo 
mond inaring of ſiraw, or of wood, pr of2* 
Jjead, it iga richriog; take away the Diaſſo 
mond, it is hut ſtraw and wood, and oft«! 
little or np value : ſo, do but add Godline hos 
to your mony, tp your riches, to your-poſÞ be 
ſeſſions, eyery thing is tbe richer ; rakſbe 
pay Godlineſs, and they are dyog anPal! 

roſs. 


SECT. 2. 


Et us now come to conſider partigqpair 


lars. ; Y 06 
1. It profitable to our onward et ar 
” | Go 


is mar reſpelts, 


The Profit of Godlineſs. 88:7 
y | 7. [t will teach us to get riches jalily , | 
is | penny. thus gotten, is better chan.a pound. 
orefotten by -iniquity ; Zather ſaid of unjult 
akgrofic, it is lucram inarca, damnum in cn" Lyther, 
Letientya : it is gain in the purſe, but it 1s 
dlypſs in the conicience, at laſt it will ſting 
dFke a Serpent, ard bite like an Adder : chac 
hich makes a man to ſmile now, will make 
1 iqpim ro ſigh hereafrer, »thac which makes 
bugim proud now, will confound him with 
_ tame atthelaſt : riches, be they more or 
ſſeqels gotten in Gods way, will þe found 
Vegweer £91n, 

ke 2. Godlineſs is it that brings a bleſſn 
2;aÞpon our labours for worldly. gain. Plat 
r o28. Bleſſed is the man that feareth the 
JigſLord, and walketh in bis tayes ; for thou 
| ofbalt cat the labour of thy bands . bapp? ſhalt 
neFho« be, and it ſpall be well with thee,uere 1.2. 
zoÞbe fear of God will bring a bleflipgupon 
akgbelabour of your hands; tboy ſhalt not 
anÞnly by thy labour provide food and ray- 
ent, but it ſhall be well with thee; thou, 

alr treaſpre up gain; it is ungadinieſs 

bat cloatheth men with raggs, - - 

3. It will put us vpon ſeeking outward 
icaEgin in due order, firſt the Kingdom of- 
(ood, then theſe things , firſt Heaven, then 
earth ; firſt Chriſt and Grace, then "7 
k and 


- 


The Profit of Godlineſs. 
and riches, firſt a ſure title ro Heaven;thF** 
poſſeflions on Eartb, 'Hatth. 6. 33. If 
becauſe men are ungodly, therefore rhÞ"! 
ſeek for earthly things before heavenly': pe 
i5 ungodlineſs that makes men ſeek to deff 
ſeeking pardon, Grace and Heaven to t 
laſt; iris ungodlineſs chat makes men cal? 
immoderate pains for earth , and mak dd 
them ſo flack and negligent 1 in ſonl-ſavit}'s' 
commodities; were men godly,they wouſf®* 
_ ſee a neceſſ1: y of Grace, of Heayen, 
Salvation it is abſolurely neceſſary ro Þ** 
ſaved, it is not neceſſary that I am ri 
bur I muſt be ſaved. Lal 
+ 4. Godlineſs will enable thee to improvf®* 
thy riches to the glory of G6d, and rif®* 
furtherance of thine own ſalvation: it ſe 
Godlineſs that will mske thee honour tl 
Lord ' with thy ſubſtance, and to feeſ$* 
Chriſt in his members. *Tis Godlineſs ch 
will make us wiſe and faithful ſervants if** 
_— our talents for our Maſters uſeſ**© 
this will bring comfort to our ſouls, W 
admittance into*'the Maſters joy : it is un © 
godlineſs that makes men to lay out the uo 
gain 0n their pride, vanity, luſts ; ir is ut 
godlinels that makes men the more wicket 
by how much the more rich they are: 
woſt zl! giye an account of the uſe of ouf® 
eſtatey - 


4 { 


- The Profit of Godlineſs, 
Bare; wicked men ſhall nor give an ac- 
gat of thejr having, but of their no: 
&btly improving, or'ebeir abuſing of their 
- Þbes : the ſlothful ſervant was caſt into. 
efjier darkneſs, nor for having a talent, bur 
a n0cimprovingit:arid there js not a pen- 
a $b cd chey lay our upon theirluſts,” bur 
1149 will bring chemo an account for ir. | 
5+ Godline's is that which makes ouc- 
x86 poſſeſſions to be bl-flings to us ; they 
Fe bleſſiogs in themſelves, bur they ar- 
"\Pttous, bur as weare, ifwearewcked , 
f they are curſes, and nor bleſſings. 
(al. 2.2. I will carſe your bleſſings, yea ! 
ve curſed them already : Wine 18 whole- 
gne in it ſelf, but being pur-into poiſoned 
0 lels, it is poiſon to him that drinketh ir. 
Ml wicked men may cry our of their wortd- 
fee poods, as the young Propher ro Elifp. . 
My Father, there ir death in the pot ; there 1s 
« if rſe in my basker , thereis a curſein my 
\ſe(Pſe, 8 curſe in my baggs, in my houſes , 
\ Sy lands, all thatl have, I receive from 
af} 20gry God. Now Godlinels is like the 
eal which the Prophet caſt into the pot, 
Ihich cauſed no harm to be in che por, but 
\ef{Þey Might eat of ir + So Godlineſs makes 
' Fdkes all our enjoyments good, that 
 ouff® ay comfortably enjoy and uſe they, 
ately - SECT 
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|: 

SECT: 8 ec 

2. Goalineſs 31 profitable to poverty, ith 
| cc 


r.C Podlinels (if thy eſtate belictle aw 
mean ) makes it great: A lithl 
that the righteous man bath, is greater thipel 
the great revenews of the wicked : A litfat 
wich Godlineſs, 1s better than the gain Þ01 
the whole world without it ; the leaſt nu 
ber in Arithmetcick ſtands for more ,th 
a thouſand cyphers, all created comfonſi 
without Godlineſs, are but empty and i 
ſignificant cyphers. The righteous ((a 
the wiſe man) 54 more excefent than | 
#230 bbour ; A godly man in a mean con 
tion, is more rich, honourable, excell 
than his neighbour that aboundeth in 
worldly things. 
- Godlinels brings contentment , if 
eannot bring our eſtates tg our min 
Godlineſs will bring our ds ro « 
eſtates , and make us quietly fit down wi 
what portion foever rhe Lord ſhall gi 
us: What ſaith a godly man? My poye 
is got a thing of chance, but of Goſſoy 
province, itisthe will of God I ſhouffog 
e poor; my Saviour Chriſt was pooffar 
What if I 8m notrich in this worlds goodep6 
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tlamrich in fairh > Whar if I have not 

ecious ſubſtance ? yer I have precious 
'. fith, precious promiſes, precious pardon, 

ecious holineſs ; I can be contented to 
* a& without the fatneſs of the earch, as long 
l;th1 have the dew of Heaven : it was God- 
 ehiheſs that caught Payl che myltery of con- 
liecYacation in eycry eſtate, ro know bow to 
1n Þound, and how to want, Phil. 4. 12, 
nugontentation with our mean eſtate is great Poſuſts _ 


chgches : The Philoſopher could ſay, Two re: Co 
ten!2018 1 


forfings make a man rich, the poſſeſſion of 'y 
d $#fance, and contentation in the oo we phe 
(faifp poſſeſs. | 
» | 3. Godlineſs ſweetens poverty to a 
on@dly man; it turns his cup of cold water 
[le$to wine, it turns his raggs into robes, bis 
in Fult of courſe bread into delicates\, and 
akes a dinner of green Herbs better than 
ify ſtalled Oxes 7o bim that 3s hangry every 
inGtter thing 1s ſweet, laith Solomon : $0 it 18 
> oÞ him thac is godly ; rhe more Godlineſs, 
wifthe more contentment, and the more 
gigyeetneſs-chey ſhall find in poverty. 
very 4. Itis Godline'ſs that turns want ard . 
Gofoverty, hunger and nakedneſs into a bleſ- 
1o0ſeg : it is a bleſſing that they want out- 
doffard bleſlings, ir is riches to want riches, 
odd abundance to wantall things ; SI 
S 


The Profit of Godlineſs. 
his povercy was bis bleſſing; the glect © 
riches w:s his curfe ;: How doth the one - 
clory ecknowledge; It was good for P 
that | was poor | How doth the other * 
rorments cry out, It was my happi Ily 
thacT was rieh ! God can pive riches to 'Y 
rodiy, and m:k2 them the richeſt men - 
the places where they live, but God knc 


e:h poverty is better for ſome than rich]. 


SECT. 4: tt 
3. Goalineſs is profitable to all our chavf 
: 43 this World, 


WW E ſee how Gods providence turns a 
coſf:th the worldly ſtates of men; 
day he plice.h themin the Mount of pre 
perity, ſhortly be pats them) in the valle 
adverſity : to day Fob is in & Palace, to'me 
row on « dunghill : to dey Beliſarimeis PP 
rrivmphant pomp, fo morrow heis b 1 
ging, Dare obolum Beliſario, give an ba Y 
penny to. poor Beliſarims., Now wb 7h 
changes ſocver Providence effe&eth, Goſ 
fineſs is profi-able : It made Fob to big 
God when he gave, and to blefs God whi 
he took 2way ; to fear God in proſperi 
to icar him in adverfiry, Godlineſs W 
makemen to carry their eups.eyen 1n y | 
E 


The Profit of Godlineſs. gr” 
+$teand change; like Bells that ring the 
he tune at Funerals, as at Marriages - 
þ philoſopher ſaid, thar an honeſt man is 

20 Guadratus, a four-ſquar?d man: A 
: ily man is thus, be will ſtand upright in 


: 
bry turn and change DFCONENISA. 
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: 4. Goalineſs is profitable to affi icons. 


., Itis Godlineſs that turas and chiang- 
the nature of aflitions ( which are 
and -penal in themſelves) to be medi- 
aland-pgood tous; it turns theſe waters 
>» wine, and theſe ſtones inro breads 
\h* Moſes 'sRod,it makes a paſ[ 'ge of the 
{Sea into Carnaas, that they fh:}i ſpeak 
I 'Kof experience, It was good for me that 7 
? affiified , this lo's was: god for me, 
croſs was good for me, chis cronble ; 
perſecurion was-good for me., all the 
terings of this life do work the g00d of 
ily men., Rom, 8. 28. All things ſhall 
vt k together for good : they are other 
ns puniſhments, other mens Ciſtrui- 
, thar whichis a red Sea co godly men, 
| | Serpent to wicked men, & nomine, be- 
Kſe they are ungodly : All aM; ions are 
| 'T:ndignation and wrath of God onthem 
$* do evil, 
2. *1. 
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" The Profit of Gedlineſs. 
4. *Tis Godlireſs that makes ns ſubmbh 
fivero; and patient under. the hand fy 
God : It is the Lord, let him do what ſec 
eth good in his ſight , ſaid old Els. 1 mho 
dan:b, and opened not my month, becanſe 
was thy deing, ſaith D,wvid. We will bg, 
the indignation of the Lord, becanſe we hd | 
finned, ſaid the Chotch : the more god 
che mcre patience.and ſubmiſlivencſs: q * 
yoke ſeems more eaſie; and the burdp 
more light ro them; ; Þut 
3., I: is Godlineſs chat makes us joyÞ 1 
in ſufferings,and brings true and ſolid cofhic 
fort ;, ſometimes ſuperlative and vnſpeÞr 
able joy; tharas St. Pax ſpeaks of his rife! 
ture, hedid not know whether he wasHha! 
the body, or out of the body , ſuch is fe: 
joy of godly men ſometimes in the miſo 
of afflitions, that they feel not whet 
they be in afflictions; or our of afM:Ric 


$. Goalineſs 1: profitable to all relationt / 


It doth not only make ns good men, 
good Magiſtra:es, good Miniſters, ge 

usbands, good Wives, good Fatheſ 1 
good Children, good Maſters, good Yd 
yants: 7aceb was a good £on, a good 
vant, a good Maſter : it is Godlineſs thay 
m 
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bmihakes us careful and conſciomable of the ; 1 


1d Juties of our ſeveral relations; and the 
{eeBodlineſs of men is as much tryed in rela- 
af on-durics, as in any Other duties. 
ne 
| bh. Godlineſs is profitable to all our religious 
e hd antics, 
da 
: If They are not pleaſing nor acceptable un- 
ur God, unleſs the perſon be godly, all the 
| Puties of wicked men are an abomination 
$95Þ the Lord ; this is the Alcar that ſanCtities 
| cofhis gold : ir is Godlineſs chat fits us 
ſpepr duty, and it is that which makes us to 
15 relight in holy duties ; this is that which 
wasÞakes the Spirit willing, when the fleſh is 
is Feak : daies and duties of religion are te- 
: mif:ous burdensto ungodly men. 
et 
Aid SECT. 5. 
« Gealine(s 15 prefirabie to our bodies, to our 

nth fouls. 


en,FNOdlineſs is very beneficial and prok- 
£4. table :o our bodies, 

che 1, Bodily exerciſes may keep down the 
>d Jpdy, but Godlineſs purifies the hody from 
2d She filthineſs of the fleſh + Bodily exerciſes 
is tay reſtrain , but Godlineſs mortifies the 
mM D deeds 


F 34  * © TheProfiz of Godlineſs. 

- deeds of the body. Rome. 8. 13. Bodily eq, 

-erciſes (ſuch as abſtinence from meats, anþ,j 
lying on the ground) may ſtarve the body, 
and weaken it; but Godlineſs deſtroys tif, 
body of fin in the body, 

Godlineſs m3kes every member an it 
ſtrument of righteouſneſs and true hol 
neſs, it makes rhe rongue an inſtrument, 
Gods glory , which ungodlineſs makes {, 

| inſtrument of blaſphemy , ic makes t 
rongue a fountain of good diſcourſe reng 
ing to edification , ungodlineſs makes ith 
fountain of curſed ſpeaking: Godling,, 
will make the hearc liberal, the hand boug,, 
tiful, che eye to delight in ſeeing God |, 
his works , the ear to hear the word 
God, the feet ſwift to go. and come inf, 
the Lords Courts, and to celight ro ſtaf}}. 
there miniſtring ro the Lord. All-i 
members of ungodiv men are inſtrumeq, 
of wickedneſs, and enmity to holinel 
their rongues are worlds of iniquity, hq, 
eyes worlds of vanity, their bands worh, 
of wicked deeds. |: 

3. It is Godlineſs which doth not of | 
preſerve the;bo92y from groſs fins (for Ly 

morality and hy#ocriſie may do) but ma 

us to hate all groſs defhlements ; moral n © 

are reſtrained from them, but yer ablf c, 

f | 
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/ hem nor; it is Godlineſs that makes them * 


» AlÞhor all bodily pollutions, to watch againſt 
em , that they be not overcome with 
s1 >< VICEs, 


& $. Godlineſs is profitable ro our ſouls. 
ny. It is the beſt good and perfeRion of 
© Ye ſoul (it_is the Image of God, making 
ſoul like to God : God isſaid to be gle 
 $ 5» holineſs , a godly ſoul is a glorious 
Jul: There is no perfection of the ſoul 
kes the ſoul ſo like God as Godlineſs 
th : *Tis not the ſpiricuality of the ſoul , 
rthe ſouls of wicked men and reprobates 
Hell are ſpiricual ſubſtances, neither is 
he immorcality of the ſoul ; for ſo all 
1. ls are, and Devils are immortal ſpirits; 

Is only the purity , the holineſs of che 
met thar makes the ſoul lixe to God. 


"_ 2, Itis Godlineſs that makes and keeps 


YOTr 


ace increaſeth, the more ſin decreaſerh ; 
$ light expels the darkneſs, *Tis this char 
ps the conſcience void of offence both 
ward God and man, 

4Jz. Godlineſs is profitable to the ſoul 
ainft temptations to f1n;the Devil throws 
hery darts at the godly to ſer them on 
D 3 fire 


” r 


Un 
* 


35 


te ſoul more pure, more holy : the more 
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4 fire of Hell, but itis Godlineſs that quench 
. ethchem;: It was Godlineſs that made ac 
ſeph ſay, How can ] commit thu gre 
wickeaneſs, and fin againft God ? How da 
I ro be drunk, ard fin againſt God? Hoy 
darel ro ſwear, and fin apainſt God? Ho 
darelto prophane Sabbaths,and fin again 
God? Godlineſs will teach a man thus & 
l:y, Thefear of the Lord #« to depart fre 
evil. tis through ungodlinels that tenty# 
tions hurry wicked men into ſwinifh ſins}fu 
ungodiy.men can no more withſtand a ce» 
ration , than a feather can withſtand rhyfo 
wind, ] 
4, Ic 1s Godlineſs that brings the pea 
of God, and joy ofthe Holy Ghoſt into eiÞ 
foul ; God will not pour this heavenly wifon 
into old borcles; the pnrified conſcience 
the pacified confcience. 

5. Godlineſs purs the ſoul into a firneQthi 
for glory and bleſſedneſs in Heaven , nſftai 
unclean thing can enter into Heaven : 
muſt be godly thar lives with God : 
want of this Oyl was the cauſe of the Vi | 
gins dejeRtion from Heaven to Hell - 
Heaven thereare none but che ſpirsts of juſſ 
men maze perfeF in holineſs and righieoub 
nels: Bleſſed are the pure in heart, i | 


they ſpat Jer God. en 
4 6, Godline we 


"Wn 


Ry 
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6, Godlineſs is profitable to cheats © 
leach, 
x. Itis Godlineſs that makes the font; nor 
o fear the King of' rerrours, not to fear 
the grim looks of death. 

2. It is Godlineſs that makes the (; {tb 
infdeſire death; 7 deſire to be a:ſſolved, ich 
godly Paxl. b 
3. It is Godlineſs that makes men todye 
full. of falid comfort, and ſolid hope, it af- 

fureth a man of a better life after death. 
\4.It is Godlineſs that makes death & pain 
orhem , that makes death to be a ſhort 
paſſage into Heaven : 'Oh what fills the 
louls of many with horronr and terrour , 

but the ſ:d refle@ on of their conſciences 
Hon their by-paſt-life, which they bave mif- 
dent in all ungodlineſs ! Every man will 
e thac Godlineſs is the only profitable 
ring at death ; When thy ſoul is in a cet- 
ain expectation of death and judgment, 
and in perplexing doubts of thy fucure 
weondition, whar will becotne of thy ſoul 
ehafrer death? what wilt thou defice tifen ? 


- [hart will moſt pleaſe chez chen'? Thou wilt 
fſ*ben cry our, Oh charl had grace ! ob thac 
fl were podly : ? ob that 1 had ipenx my ruye 

in Godlineſs ! one mite of true Godlineſs 
Tthen, will be more worth than all' the 
negworld. D 3 7. Godline's 


© 


” * . 47. Godlineſs is profitable for the day ofb1 
E judgment : this is it that will make men{m 
Rand with boldneſs. before the dreadful cri is 
bunal of Chriſt : all proceedings at thaypc 
day will be according to our Godlineſs anghe 
ungodlineſs : we ſhall all be judged accordJſp 
ing to the quality of our perſons & works ftir 
ye fed me, and ye fed me nor ;.ye viſite(fo! 
me, and yet viſiced me not, will the chargget« 
be on that day, P/al. 1, The ungodly fhallfi 
not ſtand in judgment ,. wor finners in thyae 
Congregation of the righteous : they ſhal is « 
not itand,but were ic poſlible to hide themLc 
ſelves, they would ; bur that they cannolfWis 
be able todo; therefore they ſhall fall iz! 
*perdirion, when as the righteous ſhall b@c 
enabledeo {tand. Ic 

8. Godlinels is and will be profitable ths 
the godly to eternity : it is now proficable 
coenticle us toit, to aſſureusof ir, and te 
fit us forit, and hereafcer it will be profigin 
table to the erernal fruition of it , life eteron 

£# nal is nothing elſe but Codlineſs in glory, info, 
i% happineſs to perfeRion, and it is Godlinelg#s- 
| chat will enable us to do the will of Godſto« 
r 

e1 


perfeRtly anderernally. 

Thus you ſee whac compleat proviſo 
Godlineſs makes for a man ; the wicker 
man and the hypocrite at beſt is proyideGor 
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The Profit of Gadlawuf. © © "uy... 
but for one half- of himſelf {the greitell. © 
+ man is but provided for his body; by-body 
triqis cloathed, his belly fed ; burt'what is the 
haqpoor ſoul that is naked and ſtarved ? Again; 
andhe isprovidgd but for balf his time : 1.have 
rdIſpoken a great word, in ſaying half his 
ks time: Alas ! it is but for a day, yea lels; 
teQfor in hour, for a minute in compariſgn of 
regeternity; he «s only provided for 5n; this 
palflife, he hath all his goods in this life ;- at 
ehdearh he parts with all ; 'when a mans Leaſe 
balſis expired. he-ſurrenders up all again to the 
emfLord : Now a (godly man is provided far 
notfis whole ſelf, and for ever : for his body, 
nzMfor his ſon), for this life, and for that which 
d& co come ;, they have grace off Earth, and 

ory in Heaven , the beſt of mercies, and 
tbe beſt of Heaven is provided for them, 
big One Reaſon of the Poinr. 
| td} The reaſon of this Point is, becauſe God 
offgaimſelf rakes the whole "care of godly men 
erjon himſelf, Pſal. 4. 4. Know ye 'that the 
', fLord hath [et apart the man that u godly for 
nelgwnſclf : The Hebrew word (ignites both 
zoo deal wonderfully, and co ſeparate; there- 

fore ſome render ic , The Lord hath won- 
100derfully ſeparated bim that. is godly for 
keqdimſelf : God hath ſer him apart to provide 
deſor hiw, to guide, ro proteR, to. bleſs him, _ 
1 D 4 : '£0 2.2 
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| todo bimail mimner of good, co ſanRike 
and fave bimmy- then be cannot but profit|» 
in every thitg, and be bleſſed in every pur 

poſe : God having ſeparated him to ſalva4mn 
tion,will order that all things ſhall promorqp 
his ſalvation. I ſhall forbear any furtheqw 
reaſons, ſeeing the Apoſtle hath given ugfc 
the main reaſon, becauſe Godlineſs hatlfh 
the promiſe of this life, andof that whichÞ 
is to come; therefore Godlineſs is proficablgit 
unto all things, I ſhould now bave madgtl 


ſome application, but ſhall forbear cillcl 
bave handled the next doctrine. 1 
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Serm. 3. Preached Novem. 17. 1661. 
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CHAP. VI. 


n 
On haye heard how Godlineſs is prof b 

3x & frtable toall intenrs and purpoſes, how K 
| 1t turns all into gold , it makes good thingy n 
better, andevil things:pgood to us, and fo e 

us. Nowl ſhall ſhew yon, whence it is thaf h 
Godlineſs hath chis virtne and efficacy 14 F 

work fach; wondrous things ; the wordy f« 

that 3 am now to handle, tell os, it i , 
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tifie] - Godlineſe bath the promiſe of thi life that + 
ofit]»ow 1s, and of that which 1 to come. 
ar To Godlinefs all divine promiſes are 
lva4made ; Conſider what pertains to this life, 
zotqpromiſes of all ſuch things are made coir ; 
theq what pertaineth to eternal lite ; the promi+- 
n ugfes of ſuch things are made to Godlioels. Ic 
)achſhach che promiſes of food, of rayment, of 
hichbeal:h, of long life, of riches, of honours : 
ablgit hath the promiſes of grace, of pardon, of 
adgthe merits and Spirit of Chriſt, which pur- | 
1ll4chaſe and fic us for the life ro come; and 'Þ. 
Jit hath the promiſe of glory and immorta= «( # 
Jity, and eternal life in the world ro ccme 3 

Fo that God hath provided for Godlineſs 
inthis world, and in the. world ro come. : 
Danew 0n my Text gives this reaſon why Danegsimy 
God promiſes the things of this life, ut ome 9% * 3 
nem excnſationem Diu adimat , that be 
might take away ail excuſe from men ; for, 
prof bad God only promiſed life erernal,and the 
how: Kingdome of Heaven to Godlineſs, and/had 
ingy not promiſed a ſapply of neceſſaries in out 
| fo} earthly paſſl+pe to Heaven , meri wauld 
thy have complained, and ſaid, The promiles.of 
y 14 Heaven, and of life eternal, are moſt rran- | 
ordy ſcendeatly g reat rewards , but whac;ſhall Hf 
$ we hayeinthis life? what ſhall we have in |; 
this 'waſte howling wilderneſs of. che 
| world, 
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world; till we'cometo' thisheavenly Ca-[/t 
n<ax? Now to ſtop the months of ſuch mur-|Þi 
maurers, to take away 21! excuſe from us ,|f 
and to quicken us to the purſuit of Godli-y 
neſs, he promiſeth to godly men, thar hefal 
will provide for them in this life, as he 
vayeto 7/rael Manna from Heaven, WaterJV! 
out of a Rock, and gave them Quails in chem 
wilderneſs, as they were travelling to Ca-|C 
WARN, ' : [ri 
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CHAP, VII. 


He Point that I ſhall lay down nexeÞV 
K >— to be bandled, is, 
Dbſer. That Heaven and Earth, the things o 
| this life, and of the life co come, are entail- 
ed upon Godlinefs - by fure promiſe, A 
clond of wicnefſes may be brought toprove 
the truth of this Point, v 
7. That the things of this life are promi- | t! 
ſed,confider, Pſal. 34 9 There is no want 80 | 
them that fear him, verl. 10. They thas |" 
ſeek the Lord, ſhall net want any good thing ; 
and veril, 13, What man drfereth life, and | 
many dayes, that he may ſee good? As who |: 
ſhould ſay, If there be any man that de-|y 
ſireth rolivelong, and to enjoy proſperity, 
ler 
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let him keep bu toygme from evil, and let 


ur-|Þdim be godly. The 37. P/alms is full of pro- 


us , 
dlt= 
he 

he 


miſes of the life that now is, made to God- 
ly men : you may find promiſes made ro 
all, ro the father, to the child, to the fick 
man, tO the healthy man, there is the li- 
vying mans promiſe, the dying mans pro- 
mile : and 5, times this promiſe is made to 


Godlineſs : the Godly; the meek ſhall inhe- 


*[rit the earth, verſes. 9, 11, 22, 29, 34. they 
[ſhall have carchly things for an inbert- 


tar.ce, ſure, ſecled ro them and theirs after 
them ; ſeek, ye firſt the kingdom of God, 8&c, 
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fend all theſe things ſhall be added unto you, 


atth, 6. 33. make Godlineſs and falvati= 
on thy buſineſs, and Chriſt p:omiſerth ro 
all ſuch; all other things, as tood,.raimenr, 
and whatſoever is neceſſary for the life 
that now is : let men take care of petting 
heaven, then God will be careful ro pro- 
vide earthly things. *Tis ſaid all theſe 
things ſhall be added to you, «ll things 
whacſoever your Father knows you 
need, 

2. That the things of che life ro come 
are promiſed to Godlinels, as jultification, 
ſanRification, adoption, and ſalvation 


| y6a are ſtrangers in the Scripyures, if you 
perceive not promiſes of theſe things, *- 
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© He that believerh foal be ſaved, Mark.|;þ 
-* x6. 16, there is thepromiſe of Salvation, | y, 
Fear not bithe flick,, it « your Fathers will| he 
Jo give you a Kingdom,\Luk, 12.32. there] m 
is Fe promiſe ot Heaven to the Godly.f th 
To them who by patient continuance 5n well| be 
doing ſeek for glory , and honour, and im» 
mortality, eternal life, Rom. 2. 7. 1 ſhould 
tyre your patience, if I ſhould bring parti- 
cu'sr promiſes for ſubduing your luſts, for 
conquering your tentations, for healing 
your Þickſlidings, for comforc, for perfe- 
verance in grace, for ſupply of your wants;|. 
for deliverance from dangers, for ſucceſ 1 
in your callings : heavenand earch are fullſ 
of mercies :there are particular promiſesÞ w 
of every mercy made to Godlineſs, as anyf| |y 
who flndies the word of God may eafily} þ, 
ui obſerve. I ſhall give you but one prooff f 
> More, becauſe in it is contained the pro-J h 
” ' - miſeof thethings of this life, and of that|cc 
which is to come : Pſai. $4.11, The Loxdl a: 
will give grace and glory, and 'no good thing] p 
will be withhold from them that walk up*| fr 
rightly : bere is the promiſe of ſpiritual ft 
things in the word {| grace } here is thel « 
by romiſe of eternal things in the word|n: 
th glory : ] here is the promiſe of the things|p; 
x of thus life in theſe words, | Ard ns good[ig 
thing 
\..,: 
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rk.] thing will he withhold from them nhat walk. 
NN. 1 wprightly: ] what is good for us to have, 
I he wilt not withhold : fo chat what Godly 
rel men haye, it is good for them: and the 
ly.| things they wane are withheld from them, 
I] becauſe hurcſul to them. 
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L1- CHAP. VIII. 


ng The Reaſons of the point, 


A promiſes belong to the godly. 

'  Rea/. 1, Becaule they belong to Chriſt ; 
wherefore all promiſes belonF tothe God- 
nyFly : all things are yours, ſaichthe Apoſtle, 2 
ily becauſe ye are ( briſts, and Chriſt i Goas 2: « 
>off for all promiſes are made to Chrilt, and in | 
r0-| himto us: they were made to bim as the 
at] common Head and root of the eleR; to him 
4d] as the Head, therefore to his members ; the 
my] promiſes as Aarens oyntment run down 
vp*1 from him to all his members : 2 Cor.1.20. 
ual] for all the promiſes of God are in him ya, 
hel end 3» him amen, bec:uſe in the New cove- 
rrdf[nant God neither makes nor fulfills any 
185]promile but in Chriſt, throvph Chrilt, and 
904 lor Chriſt, The promiſes are in him” yes 
1/41 for 


| J | Shall now five you the reaſons why all 
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"The Profit of Godlineſs. 
for truth : they are in him Amen for perfor 
mance ; no Chriſt, no promiſes ; withou 
Chriſt, without all promiſes , intereſt in on 
promiles is grounded on our union tq*” 
Chriſt , and communion with Chriſt c 
Chrifſtleſs men muſt not expe& the perforp'®? 
mance of any promiſe, 5 

2, Becauſe godly perſons are in cove be 
nant with God, all the promiſes are thq®"% 
particular branches of the covenant , theyf<?* 
are the riyulets and ſtreams flowing ont ol 
the covenant: it is che Grand Charter com 
prehending within it all the particuiat 
Grants: in it as in humane ſales, to whon 
the leaſe is mgde, all rhe particulars con 
rained tare are made to him alſo : ſc 
tis between God and man, that man with}... 
whom God makes an everlaſting covenant 
ro him all the particular grants in that co 
venantare made The grand promiſe 1n 
the coyenant is, 7 will be thy Goa, whict 
like the ſea holds all in it, and like a rich 
treaſury containeth all things. 7 will bef*© 
thy God, that is, I will be thy pardoning 
God, reconciled God, fancifying God 
and ſaving God, I will be thy God to pro- pL 
vide all neceſſacies: It isx notable obſervatiF** 
on which a good Divine m2de of the 'nameÞ** 
of God, when Aoſes asked of God, If rhe 
people 
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- eople ask me what is thy name, va 
Mal) [ ſay unto them? God bade bm tell 

' ihew, I Am hath ſent me to you, Tam all + 
- Jhiogs which you need, which youdeſire. 
G am bouſes, lands, honours, [ am grace, 
-Plory, every good thing. 

3. Becauſe Godlinels is the condition of 
be covenant, therefore all promiſes be- 
Þng to it : for what is Godlineſs bue faith, 
Fepentance, new obedience, the fear of 
God, holineſs of liſe, which are the terms 
Ind conditions of all the promiſes in the 
hole Scripture? and all Godly men do in 
me meaſure come up to che conditions "> 
f the promiſes, and can claim the promiſes 2 
cJor their inheritance, Pa 
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: CHAP. IX. 
_þ Shall now ſhew you what a promiſe is, 


ji and bow many ſorts of pfomiſes there 
a rc, ; 
« Whata proms "40 

A le] is the word bY God given un- Defairapl 
Fo men, whereby he binds himſelf, and af- 4 ma 
wreth them, that he will freely beſtow 
ne8ood things. upon them, and removeevil 
&lings from them : it is convenient to con- . of 
Y |S fider q g y 
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Gder this = aig in ſome partic 
lars. V 

I, I ſay, it is the word of: God given i d 
man; for as the civil promiſe of a m4 o 
is his word given to another for the perfof h 
mance of ſome lawful thing ;-ſo a Divig ti 
promiſe is the word of God given for tif C 
performance of good things ; it diffeai 
from a covenant or contra, becauſe 4h 
: them there is a mutual reſtipulation þ 
oo tween both parties : as in the covenant 
| grace, God promiſerh to be our God, at 
we again promiſe to be his people : bur nc 
a promiſe is Gods own a&, reqniring 
reſtipulation, from us, bur only onr fail 
in his prom n#; bur yer whether we belic 
or not believe his word given tO us, y 
God having given his word, it is a promi 
made to us, but ſhall not be made good 
us till we believe. Promiſes are nothin 
elſe but the ontward manifeſtation (| 
© Gods inward purpoſes rowards us : pri; 
= miſes are Gods good purpoſes revealed 

2 us : his word declareth what his purpo 
" are towards us, what his thoughts, his x 
*- * and mind are towards us; therefore th 
"4 Greeks calla promiſe emzypiards, as in m} 
Ben. text, becauſe it is an cmanation of the goof 
"AR will of God unto his people. 
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2. Whereby. be binds himſelf. ] A mans 
word once given, binds him/;, promiſeis 
| duc debt, we vſe to ſay : ſo God having 
our of bis free pleaſore plighted his word, 
hath engaped his truth, fidelity, and power 
q to perform : henceat is ſaid, it is juſt with 
God to forgive us our ſins, becaute iris an 
$2& of juſtice ro make good his word : 
herein we ſee the height and breadth and 
depth of his love to us, that ſeeing God 
might have required duty of us without 
promiſing any reward, yer he is gratiouſly 
pleaſed to lay ah obligation on himſelf to 
reward us : in this promiſes differ frem 
iFprecepts, becauſe promiſes lay an obligati- 
on on God, and preceps lay an obligarion 

'on men : promiſes declare what God will 
i$do for us, and precepts declare what God 
Iwill have us to do ; promiſes are mani- 
inffeſKtions of his love to us, precepts of his 
authority over us, 

3. Toaſſare mw. ] Wetake the promiſe 
f a man for ſecurity to aſſure us of his per- 
formance : it 1s the end wby men paſs their 
word to one another, to aſſure one ano- 
ber of their performances. So God bath 
wpiven bis word to ffare us that he will give 

all good things, no greater ſecurity then 
the word of a God who cannot_lye, who 
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© - will not deceive; who can and will effet 
Avhat bis mouth' bath ſpdken:, this ſure 
word' given to- us is the ground of our} 
- faith, hope, expeRation, confidence. A 
oedly tnan may boldly ſay, I ſhall haye the} 
things of this life, God bath given bis word” 
that I ſhall bave chem : I ſhall have heaven] 
for mine inheritance, I have the word of 
God forit'; I ſhall want no good thing, 
Thave Gods word for this; | am as confident 
of having them, as if I had chem already] 
* 4 itt hand, the wordof God given to us is} 
” - as certain as actual performance. / 
| 4. That he will freely beſtow all good| 
things upon us, and remove evil things 
from us : here wegbave the matrer of the 
promiſes. | 
. 2. Thathewill beſtowall good things; 
_. 3s threatnings are of evil things, fo promy 
-* — fes are of good things: God will beRow 
x . the good things of this lifeon us, food'and 
raiment, and whatſoever is good for us; 
the good things of ſpiritual and eternal 
life ; there is not ove thing which by 
knows to be good for us, but he will be G 
ftow- in his appointed ſcaſon : when hi be 
hour is come, he will curn all our warer in} fr 
ro wine, and lones into bread, Hrb.4Þpr 
we ſhall obtain grace and mercy to belpilſſpr 
* T1Me 
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time of need, bar the words are ois Wuguged 
reF Geiluer, in opportunnum anxilinn, fic belp, 


. opportune help, when mercy is # furthe+ 
A} rance to our ſalvation. '2 
be - 2. But God hath promiſed alſo the re> 
rd movyal of all evil from us : 'privative, us 
en|'well as poſitive mercies-are thiematter of 
| of] divine promiſes : it is a queſtion whichof 
ng.1 them are the greater; I will nor nowexa- 
ent} mine, To be kept from evil, to be deliver- 
dy ed out of-evi}, to be redeemed fron all 
; is} wrath to come, to be ſaved from-everiaſt- 
ing damnation , to have all tcars wiped 
from our eyes, chat deſtruQtion ſhall noe 
come nigh us, are deſirable mercies which 
God hath promiſed, Rep.21.4. God ſhall 
wipe away all tcars from our eyes, and 
{ there ſhall be no more death, heither for 
my{ row, nor crying, neither ſhall there he 
ow any more piin: to bein a perfe ſtate of 
and] bappineſs as alſo freed from all fears of fa- 
us;| ture miſery, is che promiſe of the life ro 
[nal] come, | 
vel” 5. It is ſaid freely beſtow, ] For albeit 
def God bath bound himſelf by bis word to | 
hu beſtow good -things, yer all we receive - ,- © 
ine} from him is freely given : his word of "$1 
..4{promiſe is freely given rous : the metcies_ g 
pilfſpromiſed are free gifts: chere is nothing 
ME E 2 " mm 
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{njusto moye God -t0 make ſuch promiſes | 


'tous: there is no tnerit in us deſerving ei- 
ther promiſe or mercy ; our diſobedience 
forfeited all ; reſtitution of any thing is: 
an aQ of freeprace, all remporal as well 
, as eternal mercies flow from the grace of 
God ; when we receive any mercy, even the 
leaſt of them, we ovghe ro. cry our as they 
in- Zachary, ar the laying of che corner- 
Kone of the Temple, grace, grace : that we 
'have food and rayment,it 1s grace, grace; 
that we have bealth and frengch, tis grace, 
grace. 
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CHAP. X. | 


Sheweth bow many ſorts of Promi[es there are. 


| 2 ſeen what a promiſe is , in 
che next place let us ſee how many 
ſorts of promiſes there are : let vs theres 
fore obſerve theſe ſeveral diſtinRions, 


Legal, 


1. There are promiſes Evangelical, 
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1. Lega] promiſes which God in the 


Law makes to men upon condition of obed/ 
: dience\, 


« 


The Profit of Godlineſs reſo. 4 53” 
$ } dience, as in Deur.'28. AU theſe bleffings . 
" F hall come mpon thee, ad overtake thee, if 
© Þ chow ſhalt hearkens mwnto the woice of the 
5} Lord thy God : bleſſed ſhalt thow be in the 
oy City, bleſſed in the field, in thy children, in 
thy ground, in thy catile; &c. St. Paul laith 
© | of rae fifth Commandment, This is the firft 
Commaenament with promiſe, Eph.6. and 
we may obſerye, that in the Old Teftament' 
the promiſes - of temporal mercies are 
3| more common then inthe New, where 
©, | promiſes of ſpiritual mereies are 
more common : The reaſon why God 
| made ſo many temporal promiſes to thera 
under the Law, was becauſe: that ſervice w 
| did moſt conſift in theobſervation of ont- "4 
ward things, and cirnal Ordinances, as the . 
'| Apoſtie calls them, God that he might | 
win them to a cheerful obſeryation of 
them, did rherefore mike many temporal 
promiſes; Yet remember this rule; that 
though chey are called legal promiſes, 
yet they are apgendanrsto the Covenant | 
of grace; in this reſp: & they may beterm- *.4 
ed Evangelical. Wie BY | 
2, Evangelical promiſes are the word of 
God giveh for the giving of Chriſt and'all | 
) his benefics, upon condition of befieving + 
9 the Goſpel; bence it is called* rhe wird" of 
NCE* E 3 faith; 
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faith, becauſe it is made with condition of 
faith, which is the only inſtryment of re. 
ceiving and applying them, 


cf Unverſal. 
2. There gre promiſes Special. 

I, Promiſes univerſal, which belong to 
Jew and Gentile, ard co every Believer, as 
that promiſe, Gen. 12. I» thee ſhall all the 
| Nations of the earth be bleſſed : the promiſes 
of pardon, grace, glory, areuniverſal, be- 
longing to every godly man : ſo likewiſe 
the promiſes.of the neceſſaries of this life 
are univerſal, Heb. 13.5. 

- 2. There are ſpecial promiſes, becauſe 
they belong to the Jews only, or to ſome 
particular perſons, and nor to all the god- 
ly : as the promile of the Land of Canaas 
flowing wich milk and honey, did belong 
only to the 7ſraelites : ſo there were ſpe- 
cial promiſes made co David, to Abram, 
which belong not to us,in thatChrift ſhould 
be of their loins. , 


1, Here remember this rule; that when [ve 


itis ſaid, godlineſs hath all promiſes made 


eo it, it is go be meant of the univerſal] wi 


promiſes, 


2, That eyen theſe ſpecial promiſes made 
to 


W 
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eo particulers, yet are under the general 
promiſes made. to all, As the promiſe 
made to David, that Chriſt ſhould come 
out of his loins, belongs to the general 
promiſe of giving Chriſt ro be the Redee- 
mer of mankind; ſo the ſpecial promiſe 
of giving Can» to Iſrael for an inheri- 
rance, belongs to the gniverſal promiſe of 
the life that now | 


3. There are promiſes no. 
I. There are promiſes mbſolute without 

a condition * the promiſes abſolnte are, 
that the ſeed of the woman ſhould break 
the Serpencs-head -, all che promiſes of 
giving and ſending Chriſt to be a Saviour 
are abſolute : there was no condition re- 
quired on mans part; all mankind were 
under the dreadful curſe and condemna- 
tion: ſo alſo are the promiſes of giving 
a new hearr, a new ſpirit, of writing his 
Law in our hearts. I know it is a Contro- 
verfie, whether theſe be promiſes ; they 
run in the nature of promiſes , they are 
within the Covenant of Promiſe .; ſome 
think they are rather - Prophecies - then 
promiſes : others, that they are a declars- 
E 4 5 man 


w_ 


"Nm: 7 


'* "tion of Gods 
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| will, what be will work inJ'o 
- bis people, for the enabling them to-per-Þ p 
formrhe conditions of the Coyenant. I} 
like chat anſwer, that they axe. promiſes offio 
grace to the ele&t whom, God takes into- 
Covenant with him : and they are not pro] * 
miſes made to podlineſs , becauſe we bring} 
not. faich co accept them, UES 
2. There are conditzonal promiſes ; fo] 
are all che promiſes of this life.and that}: 
ro come, made with condition : the pro-Ft! 
miſe of pardon is made with condition of ym 
repentance, the promile of life eternal andJde 
falyation, is made} with condition of fairh: Jl 


firm, yer to him that performs nor them 
condition, no promiſe is made good 2 GodJri 
will not be a Sun, and a ſhield, give graceſfa; 
and glory, and every good thing to'any}by 
that do net” walk uprightly. God hath riedflif 
us to duty, as well as himſelf co perfor-P 
mance ; he that ſevers duty from the pro: 
miſe, puts 3 barr to bis own bappineſs., it} 
we look for the performance of the pro- 
miles, 


py 5 


_Y . 
'#, 
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iaP/miſes , ler us-have reſpe&* ro obey Gods 


1-| precepes; God will wa'k in a way of per: 
IFformance, when 'we walk in wayes of 


of jobedience. 
to 
[2 Temporal, 
ng4* F. Thereare promiſe opined, 
| | Eternal 

0 


th: There- are the things of this liſe, oy of 

ro-Fthat which is come , faith the Apoſtle in 

of my Text; the farneſs of the earth, the 
ndþdew of heaven; the bleſſing of the labour 

b:Jof our hands, 'and bleſſings our of Sor : 1; 

ni- [the one exceeds the other as hiph as hea- . 
n:ven is above the exrth : a mire of fpirita- 
ſedjals is more then the vaſt treafures' of the 
re: apy promiſes of heaven withour'earth- 
pn-Fly promiſes are ſufficient cro- make a man 
ndsperfetly happy , as pearls can mokt a 
theſman rich, when pebbles cannot : and ſpi- 
5od[ricual and erera2l promiſes are they which 
acefaith more principally locks at; it doth 


any [but glance its eye to the promiles of this 
iedſlife. 


or *i5, The promiſes of ſpiritual chings 
Io neceſſ.ry to the eſſe, and the bext 
, it eſſe of a godly may, 

YTr04 1. The promiſes of ſpiritual mercies ne- 


(es,  celfary 
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ceſſary to the being of godlineſs and ſal-þ f 
yarion, are performed toeyery godly man; 
they are all pardoned, ſanQified,adopred, phi 
regenerated, they all partake of the meritÞhe' 
and ſpirit of Chrilt, . 
2. The promiſes of mercies \pertaining 
ro the well being of godly men in thisfat 
vale of miſery pertain to all the godly; they 
that havean intereſt in them can urge Godþ+- 
with them,and may cxpec che performance c 
of them, $ 
3. Yer theſe promiſes are not made good | 
to all godly men in this Iife, nor co any at 
all rimes ; many have che graces of the 
* ſpiric, who yer go monrning without the 
Joy and peace of the Holy Ghoſt : he ſans | 
Rifieth all , bur gives not like comforts} 
ro all : Comforts do «bb and flow like the di 
Sea. Fw. \ 
4. Yet, every godly man baving grace, Pc 
and having the promiſes of joy and peace, re 
, bath the foundation of joy, though he dothſeat 
nor rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and fuil]&1 
of glory. to 
5. Theſe promiſes are but begun in this} ! 
life, conſummared in thelife ro come ; thatÞre: 
meaſure of grace and holineſs which Saints]. 
haye in this life, are but earneſts of cheir 
perfeRion of holineſs in heaven ; thoſepu 
. 1oN%. 
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al-bys which now they feel, are but foretaſts 

an; beaven , lullny che bunches, of grapes 

ed, hich the ſpies brought from Canagn, 

rithewing what the joy «f the Lord is ia 
aven: Itis ſaid, Enter thow into thy Mar 

og $ers joy ; we muſt enter 1uggo. it, ic cannot 

his fatec 1nto us. 

ley 

od + —— —_ 
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the CHAP. XI. 
tbe | SET 
ans]. Shall now reſolve ſome Queſtions con- 
res|& cerning the promiſes of the. things of 
rhe [{Þis life, .- 

Why doth God promiſe to his own peo- Queſt. 1. 
ce;Þe the things of this life ? Why hacly this 
ce, [rear King promiſed to his children poor 4 
2thfearchly cocrages, ſeeing they are heirs of the 
fuil]Kingdome ? theſe things contribute nothing | 

to the happineſs of the godly. 

his]. There are many reaſons hereof, lome that ſp, 
hathreſpeR God, ſome that reſpe& his people. 
nts Reaſons .reſpeRing God are ; 
eir} That be may declare char Ne bath carevf gorge x; * 
pſejour bodies, as of our ſouls : they are both. 
DY4þ. -his 


” 60k — The Profitof Godlimeſis TFT 
Baa is by rigbt of Creation , and by righ: of 
 Redernption ; - therefore 'h&vill ' provideſ®! 

for both, grace and glory for our ſouls'$ 
and food and raymenrt for- our bodies';®! 
| KeneeChriſt in'Fatth 6. in ſundry verſes): 
forbids vs to take carking care for our bo#Þ* 
dies, becauſe God takes care of chem. Tabrf9* 
Je no thought for your life, what ye ſhall eat, ack 
ana- what ye ſpall drink , ani what. ye ſoall : U 
put on, far your. bravenly Father knowerh 3 
you have need of theſe things. God is' they" 
Father of your bodies, therefore he, wilt {be 
rakecareof them ; and he knoweth your gl 
need, therefore he will provide for youlſ®® 
A Father ſtands obliged not only in pointÞ®®! 
of honour, bur alſo by the Law of nature the 
_ toprovidefor his children. Tam Pater nt the 
mo , laich Bernard; no Faiher more lo? 
ving, more careful of his children, than ( 
| God is of his people. , "© 
+ Reaſonz. Becanſe God will bave all know, thath*"! 
4 heis the fountain of all gyod things, noth#"« 
only of ſpiritual good, as the Marcionitaſ,. 
and A.nichees of old he'd : bur of z1! cem bi 
poral and earthly good things, James 1.174" 
'Ewrry good gift, and every perfeft gift up"? 
from ab:te, and cometh'down from th: Fx df 
ther of Lights: All weave are free gitts FP: 
* itis the bounty of Heaven to you; it Wp** 
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atÞ@ot your right of Inheritance, nor the la- © © 
4 Pour of your bands that brings in any thing 
Ae have in your ſtores, on your. taþles, on 
$gyour backs , bur all deſcenderh from God 
gabove. Wearetaughtro beg of God our 
zz{6aily bread. The Pſalmiſt rel's us, That the 
pes of all things look up to. God ;, thereby 
i; [pckrowledging char 1n all theſe things we 
all pult as Chickens, fip and look upwards : 
Ie give awzy the glory of God to the 
helCreature, when we atcribute any thing to 
je means, or our endeayours : God de- 
ar ghcech in this honour, in being the ſole 
,xjaucbor of all our good, and will not brook 
:ne{8ny Rival. Iriz a childiſh thing ro thank 
17e the Taylor for the, new Coar, when it is 
4+-I{be Facher tha gives ic - It is hell;ſh Impiery 
19-119 make the gifts of God (as roo many dv.) 
an{ipſtruments of rebeliion againſt God, there 
{are many of great eſtates thar live in open 
atjenmity againſt God, who fives them all 
mot{bey have. p | 
+a]. That by the promiſes of theſe earthly Reaſon gs; 
.mtdings, he mzy the more draw us to ſerve 
194m, and to abound more in every good 
, Fwork : God bath reſpect to the wenknels 
reli men, who, | ke children, are more won 
o5$9Ppon by ſhewing and giving them an Apple 
r for the preſenr, chan by the promiſe of A 
" preat. 


a 
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great Inheritance for the future: 
childiſh are all men, rthar we 'are ſoona 
drawn to duty toward God by bis promiſe 
of outward things, than by promiſes of fus 
rure happineſs: what ſo:ll we have if Wil 
pray unto him? is the general queltic 
What profit & there in ſerving the Almighty 
we have more ſerious choughts for the 
ſent life, than for the life ro come, Viſible 
mercies are more taking with our carniÞur 
hearcs, than invifble; temporal mort 
caking than erernal, God is pleaſed to proqſiri 
miſe outward things of this life, that bi 
may invite us to follow after Holineſs, tt 
as the Apoſtle ſaith of the Law, fo we m 
ſay of outward things, theſe are a Schook | 
maſter co bring us ro Chriſt, ro crrve God 
lineſs: Externe promiſſiones [ubſervin 
ſpiritaalibus , outward promiſes are ſub$ 
ſervient to ſpiritual things. F 
Reaſons in reſpe& of manare, 
Becauſe hereby we are taughc char our 
whole depengdance is on God, as the bean 
dependeth on the Sun, as the ſtream de 
pendeth on the fountain + Chriſtians arg: 
rolive by faith in temporal, as in eterniP: 
promiſes; and traſt God for bodily prof 
viſion, as for our ſouls ſalvation , he th 


truſtzth not God for food and raymentP 
craltet 


The Profit of Godlineſs. , 63 
ruſtecth him not for the ſalvation of his 
Woul. | 
iſe}. Becauſe they are the neceſſary ſupport Rexſ. a; 
fuſoflife: God baving given to us life, hath 
omiſed to give all the neceſſary ſupports 
ofiÞdf it, cill our appointed rime of death come: 
tyWence ſome Divines affirm , that we may 
k of God the neceſlaries of this life ab- 
lutely, and chatche promiſes of neceſſary 
bpporcs are abſolute, not conditional: the 
orÞecition in the Lords Prayer for thenece(- 
abrics of this life runs in an abſolute manner, 
$all other Pecit:ons, | Give w this day our 
#y bread ] and outward necefſaries of the 
We chat now ts, are good forus, fo thar 
| praying for them (ſay they) we may 
dt fay, Lord give me this day my daily 
gread, if good for me, but Lord give it, 
zecauſe iris good for me, But I will noc 
ke upon me ro decermine this, ; 
It is co convince the world that God!i- Reaſ. 3. 
eſs is proficable, there is no loſs either 
Wf timie, or of profit which is ſpent in holy 
erciſes: the worldling, like Pharaoh, is 
eady to ſay ro ſuch as give themſelves up 
& a diligent and conſtant exerciſe of Re- 
proffious duties, Ye are idle, ye are bale, 
chif8erefore ys ſay, Let ws ge that we may ſerve 
entÞ0d in the wilderneſs. Exod. 5.17, Oh —_ 
«41 4 Ou 
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; thou O worldling, praying times are gains] 

' ing times, that men doth-nor idle away 
his time who ſpends it is Religious ſervice; 
Believers do gain by kneeling on their 
knees to God, as by working with thei 

' hands in ſhop or field; theyPecthe beſt and ] 
moſt profic who pet it by prayer : that i 
no profitable gain that is gotten by labour} 
without prayer : it is Mammon of i —_ We 
that is obtained without Godlineſs. de 
that men would ſer up the trade of Godi thi 
neſs then they would never ſay or thinklpo 
jin-their hearts, as thoſe worldly wre:cheflme 
in Amos 8.5, When will the New More 
be, gore , that we may ſell Corn, and thifmo 
Sabbath be over , that we may (et for 
Wheat ! chat we may trade in buying andifro 
ſelling, and ger gain. If thou art godlyſſing 
and makeſt Godlineſs thy one thing neceſſha 
ſary, the Sabbarh ſhall be no hinderanc 
bur che holy keeping thereof ſhall be hro 
creat furtherance of thy earthly profics. 4wi 


 —PEIV2 Y b : ,” 
ad. "7 *. 4 - 4 A. | 
» » F & Si % # % n - b. wh g 
e Profit of Godlawelss _ © 
4 © » | F 
®, = 
= 


ay} © CHAP. XII, 


e;l 3294 
eirf SECT.:1. | 


[7 | | My, 
nd FF Godlineſs bath the promile of rhe . 
til & life that now is, Why doth not God ef ws 
zuchmake good his promiſes ro godly men? we | 
iry}would chink chat every godly man ſhould 
Obſbe as 7ob, the richeſt in the places where 
dliJtbey live; yea, none ſhonld be rich and bo» 
inkjpourable, and enjoy long life, but” godly 
hemen, ſeeing the promiſes of theſe things 
oofare made unto them.. I know no queſtion 
:Wmore' neceſſary to be reſolved than this ; 
ror there is nothing makes men to keep off = 
aodfrom Godlineſs, and hardens men in their 
lyJſins and unlawful wayes of getting more, 
clan cheir bebolding bow ill ic goes with 
che outward eſtate of podly men, and how . 
ce Þroſperouſly all rhings ſucceed with the 
j. Juicked, When mea ſee the hand of pro- 
idence to croſs the promiſes and threat- 
Yings of God, that itis with the godly as 


Wall the threatniogs of this life were made 
pthem, and ir is with the wicked: as it.” 
A ll the promiles of this life were made unto. 


- the wicked flouriſk like greenBay-- 


F _' ”. 
Fees, and che godly are withered Jike-che” © 


jg 
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Tree which Chriſt curſed; bence they make | 
ſach concluſions, - | 

1. Thateither both promiſes and threat- 
nings are not Gods, bur mens words. 

2, Or that Godlineſs is not gairful; char 
+ there is no -profit in ſerving the Ahmighty, | 
Or, 
_ * 3, That God loves them, though they 

. db not keep ſuch ado as others in relipious 
fairs, 

24; Thar ſeeing 'they thus thrive and 
proſper, they ſhall have Heaven bereafter; 
and thar their preſent proſperity is an evi- 
dence of their furure happineſs, 

- $5. Hence it is that wicked mer' harden 
themſelves in their wickedneſs, not regard- 
ing gracious promiſes, nor terrible threat» 
nings: Such ike impious cor clyſipns do car- 
nal hearts make of providential premiſes, 
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'JOw then in anſwer co the Queſtion. 

concerning Gods performance off 
cemporal- promiſes; 1 will firſt lay cown! 
ſome Poſitions, then | will give reaſons 
why God doth not give to all godly men 
all tbe good things ot chis life according roÞ 
bis own promiſe. 


YI > ,* 


o => 


Pofition IH: 


's5 To 


' words run in my Text: Ic is not ſaid, God- 


bimſelf, That he had nothing, yer bepoſ- | 


4 inpoſſeſiions : The very promiſes are rich 
' poſſeſſions: the promifes of wealth 'is 


* This Poſicion isa very Paradox to worldly 


' birth- right for the future, 


" of diſpoſing outward things accotding to 
is plcaſure, how much, and hqw hitle, ro 
- whom be pleaſeth, F 2 She. - 
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Pofition 1. : 

The happineſs of godly men in this life, Pol ) 
confiſts more in having the promiſes of 
chem, thanin the poſſeſſion of the thipgs 
promiſed : [c is very obſervable how the 


lineſs hath the poſſeſſion of che things of MN. s, 
theliferhat now is, bur hath the promi " il 
of the life that now is. Lezarms had t 

promiſes of all this worlds good things, yer 
had not the poſſeſſion of them : So when 
tis ſaid, AU things are yours, itis by pro- 
miſe, not by poſleflign: So Pax faid of 


feſſed all things in reſpe& of the promiſe , 
he was rich in bonds and bills; though poor 


riches, the promiſes of honour and long 
life, is an hofovur and long life: Hence 
Proſper ſaid, Fideli homins totus mundus Proſper. 
dijvitiarum , infsactt ne quidem obelns. 


men, who yaluea M:ſſe of Porrage in the - 
hand, 'more than the prciviledges of godly 


God hath reſerved to himſelf a liberty pagan? 
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ficion 3, The performance of temporal promiſes is 'Þ « 
: 41-7 then made to us, when the having of out- | ;| 
- ward things is a furtkerarce-to our eter- |, 
-  +nalfalyation: God doth not promiſe to 
-any to give them what is good in it ſelf, 
but what is good for them, and tends to 
their greater good. The ſalvation of our 
Fouls being the grear end- which God in- 
fendeth, he wiſely orders all things there- 
-nnto : So that as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in ano- 
ther caſe, may be ſaid in this : A8 things 
 arelawful, but all things are not expedient 
. © for wa. _ All meats are good, but all arenoct 
. expedient for ſome crazy bodies : Knives 
are uſeful things , but burcful in the hands 
of a child, who hath not wit enough to 
uſe it, to keep Knives from children, js } 
- more beneficialtothem ; Wealth, honour, 
bealth, life, liberty, are good, bur are not 
expedient for every godly man; ſo the 
want of them may be more expedient for 
ſome godly. men- than the poſſeſſion of 

| them. NN | 
W Poſicion 4, - Whether the having of outward things 
: - be neceſſary and expedient for us, God: 
himſelf can only judge; none of us, do or 
can know what is belt for us. ſat. 6; 32. 
Yonr heavenly Father knoweth what things 
5K. @ 9% need ; you do not know; We think a 
WES of” . greac 
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Þ great eſtate beſt for us, God knoweth- ie ,,_ 
48 not ; wethink bealth and life is beſt for 
us ;\-God-knoweth chat ſickneſs: and death 
| | is moreexpedient for us : If Parehis ſhould 
, [leave Children to their -own choice, they 
| | would foon undo themſelves > the Father 
 knoweth what is beſt for the Child : Should 
Godleave us ro'our choice”, ro-take what 
wethink is good for'us, we ſhonld:do as 
the young Propher, who was ſent abroadto 
gather Herbs ,' he not knowing all Herbs 
were wholeſome, ' gathered: poiſonons 
weeds, and fo pur- death in theport, ſo 
would gll betievers deal with' theig.own - 
ſou!s,'were they ro carve out their: own 
worldly eſtates. Itis our duty to refer all 
| to the wiſdome of. God : God could give 
to his people carthly riches, and make chem 
the Grandees of the world , but he dorh 
nor; becauſe he'khoweth' a meaner portion 
of the things of this life is better for- them 
thaw a larpe. Lazarw's poverty was bet-! 
ter-for him-than riches; ro baye /efum ſtra- 
minenw, & cibum graminenm , Straw for- 
Jour Beds, and Herbs for our Food, may be: A 
{bercer thanifine Linnen, and delicious Fare - FI 
In the up-ſhot every one ſhall ſay, That 
TEſtate I bad was beſt for me ; andethepoor 
Chriſtian ſhall ſay as Zather, It was I 
pr FE PF-23-71 for 


« es; ras” © _©Ac_ Ac AY > a er 


my 
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for me that I was Chriſtianus Ruſdicns , 


nou Alexander Ethnignw , 'a poor Rulſtick 
and a Chriſtian, . and not great Alexander, 


and an Heathen. 


icion 53 God doth make good the promiſes of the 


life that now is to all and every godly mzn, |, 


but with difference, | 

1, To ſome he hath giyen a meaſure of 
outward things full, preſſed down, and 
runoing over ; as Abrabam, David, Solo- 
wor, 7ob, had great portions of the things 
of chis life: No King ſo rich as Solomes ; 
none inall the Eaſt was to be compared ro 
706 for riches; and in all ages ſome godly 
arenoble and rich, but not many, faith the 
Apoſtle : Now in that God pivech ro ſome 
riches and honours in abundance, it is as 
if he had given them to the whole body of 
the Elec. | 
- 2, Toothers he giveth a lefſer meaſure 


of rlieſe things; as earthly Fathers do nor 
give to all their children al:ke portiqos; | 
rhe elder Brother goes away with a great | 


eſtate, and the younger Brothers have an- 
nual penſions allowed them: ſo God is 
pleaſed in the difpenſation of outward 
rhings ro his people, to give to ſome the 
portion of the firſ-born, and to other, 


T here | 


content." 1 Tim, 6.8. | 


The Profit of Godlineſs, © 
- There is not a godly man bur bath ſome 
health, food, and rayment, and life : | La- 
zarus had ſo much as ſerved him to carry 
him to bis Joarneys end, to Heaven:  Ha- 


wy 


| 


vieg ford and rayment, l:t us be therewith Palos 


Having food ] any & cunts 


nouriſhment, be it courſe, ler us be con- 4am, 


rent: and rayment } having any covering 
of our nakedne(s (io che Greek word there 
importeth) let us becontent > We have as 
much as God knoweth- we need, and we 


" have more than we deſerve : Doit thon de- 


ſerve adrop of water coquench thy thirſt, 
or crumb; of bread to feed thy hung ry bel- 
ly> God doth give roll HIS duly 
bread, convenient for them. 

As iong as God pives us all things which 
are ab(olutely neceſſary to our eternal. (al- 
vation ,8s grace, pardon, &c. it isenouph/; 
it is toQ low to ſay, that theſe are equivalent 
to remporals, thcy are tranſcendently more 
excellent than all temporal goods : the 


whole world is nothing to pardon and 


grace ; if riches were as neceſſary as grace 
and pardon, every godly man ſhould have 
them : We bave therefore great rauſe of 
contentment, if God for hidden reafons 
from us, doth deny us the things of the 


| life that now is. That Chriftian is not 


F 4 poor, 
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FRE "Io 


poor, that is rich in grace; that godly PD: 
man is not anhappy, -rhat hath Chrilt for 
his porcicn , though he hath no food for ' 
his body, yer he hatch Manna for bis ſoul, Þlz 
though ke hath no rayment for his body, | 
yet his ſoul is cloathed with glorious Robes, [| 
a great Potentate in all his glory, is not ar- 
Tayed like a ſanRifixd ſoul, 

The fault of non-performance of the 
promiſe of thelife that now is, is in us, not 
in God, we fail in the condition of the pro. 
miſe, we fail in our duty : Yowr iniquities | 
bave with-held good things from you, ſairh | 
the Prophet : Either we fail in our duty, [T 
or we are untharkful. for. what we have, 
 _. or we are not wiſe ſtewards of Gods bleſ- | 
F ſings,orGod ſceth thar we would wax proud Þ”” 
and wanton , therefore God ſometimes in- | 
fiReth: poverty as a correRion of our ſins, | 
and negligence-in our duties, Did every [8 
man riſe up to the condition of the pro-J n 
miſes, we ſhould find God making good all je 
temporal promiſes, did every godly man} 1 
walk in the ſteps of Abrahaws,they might be I'f 
as rich as Abrabaw.Certe fi bene ficiorum Dei | 
eſſemns capaces, liberalizs nobs/cum ageret "7 
Deus, faith Calvin : Aſſuredly, if we were | 
fic and meet to receive Gods benefits, be Þt 
would open his hand, and deal more} 
RH - liderally : | 


— 


' Calvin. 
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berally : Oh therefore in thy want of ma- 
wy outward mercies , ſearch and try thy 
or wayes; it may be fin. is the cauſe,and donor 
|, Þlame God with unfaithfulneſs in bis pro- 
y, [ſes : for know, that though God hath 
s. [promiled outward things to Godlineſs, yer 
r= [in caſe we fail in our duty, he will with- 

told from us the good things promiſed : 
he Joutward things are promiſed upon condi- 
ot tion of wajking in, and keeping his 1ta- 
o. {tures and ordinances. 


M” / 


_-::-:. . SECT.: 2; | 
y, [The Reaſons why God doth .not give to all 
e, | godly menthe good things of this life, art ;; 


ad 6 Þr try whether bis people will live the Xe2ſ0" 1+ 
- Þ life of faith in qntward things, as'ih 
ſpiritual and ecernal things; the bavinp 
ry | aburidance of outward chings is an impedi- 
| ment to this living by faith, which is moſt 
all |-exerciſedin wants: Many godly men had __« 
an | not been ſo rich in faith, had chey not been 
be ſo poor in this worlds goods ; It is one rea- 
| fon why God turneth his people as he did 
t [*70b, out to the dunghill, claps wings on 
reſ-their eſtates, and makes them to fly away, 
he |- that he may iriure them to live by faith. 
For. conviction: I, That the _— o Reaſ, 2, 
| 0 
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Godin Chriſt in us, is not to be gatherec 
from having outward things, for if theyſg, 
were tokens of his elefting and pardoning 
oye, none ſhould have theſe outward. 
things bur the godiy : but we ſee prophaneh,. c 
ſinners, and ſurhb as are very enemies to all. 
poognels, to abound in outward wealth ;| 
therefore they are. no love-rokens. 2. Tof- 
convince vs that no part of the bleſledpeſs 
0 Szints is in having oatward things , they 
are as much blefſled without them, as withjy* 
chem: True bleſſedneſs lies only in thell 
fruition of prace now, and glory hereafter,] 
not in riches: no wicked man ſhall taſte 
of the crue bleſſedneſs of S1inrs; yet they 
eat and drink abundantly of the milk andh,; 
hony of this world: if having theſe out- 
ward things were part of the bleſſedne's of 
Saints, they ſhould have them: in Heaven |q 


there is none ol. theſe things, bug there 1s, 
all bleſſedneſs. 


r 


mind and defire Heaven, and nothing elle: 
God in wiſdom will not let his people have; 
an Heaven upon Earth, lelt they ſhould Js, 
mind Heaven leſs : It was a grave ſpeech of 
the Emperour Charls the fifth ro the Duke 
of Fexice, ſhewing his rreaſury ; hec ſnst 
gue nes ingjtos facixnt mori; thele are the 
| chings 
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*redhings which make us unwilling to dye. 
beyBod led 7/rac/ thorow a vaſt howling wil- 
Wnglerneſs, thet they might defire Cangar ; 
'ardhe makes the world a wilderneſs to his 
aneh.ople, & they may the more long after 


ts he heavenly Country. 


CHAP. XII, 


T- may now be demanded, Whether there Qaeſt.35. 
be any promiſe made to wicked men ? __ 
| Some give this anſwer , char they are R/p- * | 
ade to wicked men, but they are nor 
ade good unto them, bur to the godly, 
s threatnings are made to the podly alſo, 
dut made good upon wicked men 2 I will 
ot quarrel with chis word, tha they are 
Nl iImade unto wicked men; yet I will give for 
thnſwer theſe further things. | 7 
1, That all the promiſes of the life pre- 
fOlſenc and ro come, are revealed and” propo- 
©: Iled co wicked men as ſo many urgent 3n- 
VElvications to faich and holineſs: the 
1d IScriptures uſe all arguments to periwade 
them to Godlineſs; argnments drawn from 
mercies, from judgments, from promiſed 
* Irewards, and threarned judgments, from 
the worlt ofeyils [damnation] -and oy 
| the 
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* the-heſt of pood- things | falvarion] Go 
faith Chriſt to his Apoſtles, and preach th 
Goſpel to'every creature, and make this pro$9, 
miſe and threatning, That whoſoever ſhal 


bilieve ſhall be ſaved, and —— | 


not ſhall be damned : Offer the promiſe offÞ®* * 
falyation to every creature; hence the 
great promiſes run indefinitely and univer 
fally without exception and |miration, 

2, Every wicked man is commanded roP»! 
'* believe. the promiſes, 'and+to' come up 'r&P®! 
_ theduties annexed to- the promiſes ; chey| i 


..,,-are commanded to repent, to believe, roÞ*' 


be boly in all manner of converſation; it| 
15theirduty to repent, and upon their re- 
pentance and'turning from their evil ways," 
the promiſes ſhall be made good to them) ;1 
It is their going on in fin that keeps them 
off from having imterelit 'in the promiſes ; 
while ſuch they are, they can lay no more'F* £ 
claim to any one promife of God, than a [#1 


| 
»g 


”e 


1 
4 


beggarto a'Kingdom, | , | aa 
| 3. Notwithſtanding the promiſes are'Þ 
propoled and offered to wicked men, yet in J# 
Pata quo, while they continue wicked, they 
areunder all Scripture woes, threatnings, '| 
and curſes: our Saviour ſpeaks terrible i Þ9 
words, that they are. condemned already 
and that the wrath of God abideth on ar yi 0 
| . which } 


| 


j* 
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Go ich is mcant in reſpeRt T >» 

hiles we lyc under the threatnings of 
T dd, we lye under the wrath of God: 
>a fflivice threatnings are Gods wrath, as 
ell as divine plagues. Confider chis ye 


et 
offtiat are Drunkards, while you are ſuch , 
cheſt lye under thar threatning ; No —_ 


erherd ſhalt 1s herir the Kisondom of God, and 

Chriſt , how dareCyou then lie one 
+ dur more in thac. fin? did wicked men 
dnſider Gods threatnings, how could they 
ſecure, and {l:ep (as Perer) amidſt a 
Th ( aternion of direful cfireatnings, ? 


ith 


&- SSC3-34:- > 
ws 
oC EEing the promiſes pertain not ta Queſt 
m4 wicked men, why then doth God beſtow 
Ve things of this life wpon them ? Why aid 
eÞe give the rich gluten delicate fare, and fine 
a |Linnen, ſeeing he had not a promiſe of ſo 
\wxuch as of 4 arop of water, or of a rapy ; yet 
e [Lazarus bad the promiſe, but wanted theſe 
1 bings ? 4. 
7] Becauſe God delighterh. ; in the mani. Reaf. 27 * 
, | fcſtation of his Philanchrophy, his general by 
ove and goodneſs; for he is kind to the 
- yuſt and cnult ; he is gogd to the evil, kind wy 
o the unthankful, and bountiful to ſoch O ("oY 
. abuſe -  - 


1 
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abuſe bis pifts ro their luſts, becau'le he j 
e00d, and Goth do good freely, zs the Su 

ſhinerh upon Cungh IIs and Marble wall;. 

2.BecauſcGod will rewa:d that goo thaſ? ' 

isinthem : Many wicked men are jult i * 

their dealings, dilicvent in their Callings F 

and externally virtuous in their hves, T1 ;, 

hand of the diligent maketh rich, faith Solof” 
mou, God crowns even the diligence « 
wicked men with a preart increaſe ; Go* 
will be indebted co no man , where exterÞ'\ 
A goodneſs is , be pivech excernal ref 
. tO temporal ſervice, temporal re 
en ſhall not have to plead whaf®. 
ow they lived; their mouchf®! 

will be topr with this , Son, thou received! f 
good things for what thou baſt done. Y 
\ 3. Tosllurethem to follow after Godſ®** 
lineſs: ou;ward temporal rewards are mc 
tives to ſpiricnal and eternal > how may*® 
they arcue from the effeRts of Gods geneſ*© 
ral love ! if God bettows ſo many and (q©® 
great fayonrs on me for my civil honeſty fe: 
morality, juſtice, diligence, what favour 
will he beſtow on me reygenting, believing 
and walking in true Godlineſls? If Got 
thus reward me for my external. ſervice}<* 
what glorious rewards will he freely gi 

me, it] do ſerye bim in ſpirit and in eruth F*f 

4 Becauh 


p 


Yt 


CG 
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\e 4 4. Becauſe theſe outward things are all 
 Cy$Þ< good they ſhall have from a good God, 
. tisall che Heaven that wicked and ungod- 
+haly men ſhall have , they have their portion 
the things of this life; ſo Abrabam told 
nps he rich gluccon in Hell corments , Soy, re* 
T] —_ thouin thy life time hadſt thy good 
mgys. 
ay More reaſons might be given, but'I will 
Gof2ther ſhew ſome difference berween Gods 
rei ving the things of this life ro the wicked 
read to the padiy. 
rd 7. Cod giveth theſe things to his own, 
þaÞ5 their Father in Chriſt ; he gives them to 
ichicked men, as he is the common Father 
-4fÞt 311 by right of Creation, fo he proviceth 
or the beaſls, ard all crestures 10 the 

gw orld. 
nol 2- The good thiggs of this lite are given 
-ax0c0 the godly, as thefrvits avdeffits of bis 
nelredceming love and ſpecial goodneis ; but 
(fo the wicked they are the fruits and et- 
ty fects of bis common bourty. 
ard 3+ Godly mcn have thgm as the fruit of 
Gods promiſe, wick:d men have them 88 
> UNC fruit of Gads providence, and ſo other 
cebcreatures have them. 
vs 4. They aregiven to the godly as helps 
h gand furcherarces of their erecaal ſalvation ; 
" = ; bur: 
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\ - but theſe+ very [things to the. - wickeq 
: (cbrough their own default) are furthef 
rances of their damnation, and will be grea SC 
2poravationsof their torment, Ungodly 
men (how great ſoever they are now) ſhalf ®) 
one day wiſh they had never been rich}? 
great, honourable : one drop of wate 
hereafcer will: be more deſired by them 
than all their preſent profirs can now com 
forrth:?m : oe be to you that langh now 
A ye ſhall mourn ;, woe be to you that are full 


*  TIXE. 
hs k " "7 


-— 4a 


3 


now, ye ſhall be hungry and thirſty, and beg 

-.- ifor 4 drop of Water to cool your tormentedſ 

g #4 ſouls. | 

| _ + ——_iR 
Serm, 5. Preached Decemb. 1, 1661. | 
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CHAP. XIII, .- M1 


The Uſes of both the Doftrines, G 
8 5: ol SECT. 1. 6 


LMet. FT Heſe Dofrines may convince the 
8 worldling, that is drowned in A-F 
theiſm , rhar it is not in vain to ſerve}: 
God, there is profic in praying to the Al» F 
4.24 mighty ;|** 


ke Migaty,; Religio is not ahroken Ciſtern!, 
he a barren wilcernek * Doltchou beheve the 
ead Scriptures? then hear what the Scripture 
did faich, 2iz.:T bac Godlinels is proficable.unco 
1alf 4! things. + 'Tell me chouthar ferveſt Mam- 

mon more than God , Is there any ching in 
BE: the whole world th:t.is thus proficable ? 
m4 ll theſe things are but proticable to thy 
mel deily, to thy back, but nor co..thy ſopl,8s 
withou ſhilt ſee whea they; ſhall cake aw 
"thy ſoul.” Theie is nothing can profit 1hee 
eg dying bur. Godlinels : . .Wh:t laid; rhey t0 
i i4des, when in_borrour ;9i:conſience he 

ctyed, I have ſinned in betraying) innecess 
bleed |! [ee thou to-that, laid. they : So-when 
—{ the. nngodly. worldling .. ſhall, cry, zo Þis 
worldly profits, I bave finned in. negleQing 
the duties of, Godlineſs, What is thart.to us, 
—[will chey cry, ſee thoutoit; If thou. didf 
... mind thy ſoul, which ſhorcly, mult bezn-mi-' 
[ſery, or happigels, chou wouldeſt ſay, Thac b- 
Godlineſs 1s ,proficable; If God, Chriſt, _'' ,- 
Heaven-andSalyation were elteemed great 
gain ,. thou. wouldeſt confe's Godlineſs, js 
proficable.-.. "3:4 
, This may inform us in what eſteem Gad-» Uſe. wr 
line(s is wich God, in chac he- makes all the 514 
promiſes to x :; there are the flowings. gf 
his grace, love, mercy, good willypon God» 
war \ G | lineſs, 


= 


> 


Uſe ;. 


of it, Labowy efrer Godlineſs ; in the middle, 
4 ur 2:4 
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-lineſs , for what are the promiſes but the 


free maniſeſtations of his good will, grace 
and favour? all are made ro Godlineſs, and 
to nothing elſe: how doth God love that 
which is ſo hateful to the world / 


+ | 6% i 


Er this perſwade us to look after and 
labour for Godlineſs more than eyer: 


Tet -worldlings cumber ehemſelves with | 


other chings, let us all make choice of this 
better pare-which ſhall never be caken from 
us : let Godiineſs be our one thing neceſſz. 
ry : Th or nothing ; yea , let us mind, 
afte and care for nothing bur Godlineſs. 
When a great Counſellor and States.man 
of France was leaving the Court by reaſon 
of his age; the King gave him a ſheer of 
Paper, requeſting him to write down ſome 
advice for his direQion in government; the 
Counſellor took the Paper, and wrote on 
the top of the Paper, Aſodwe, inthe middle 
Modus, and inthe end of it Modus, Mo- 
deration, and ſo delivered it to the King : 
So if you would have men and Angels to 
wrice down in a Paper their, advice to you 
for your good, they would write in the top 
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makes men labour for food , iris t 


The P oft of "Go limeſs. , 

Labour after Godlineſs;, inthe end, Labowy 
after 'Goalineſs, In ' proſecution ' of this 
Uſe, I will farſt give you ſome helps and 
means to: be godly ; ſecondly, ſome Mo» 
tives thereunto, F 


- 


I. Aecdns to get Goalieſs are theſe : 

Be convinced of the want of Godlinels ; 
nothing makes men more induſtrious than 
ſenſe of want :. It is pinching hunger thae 

od, i e ſenſe 
of pain that makes men ſeek for caſe; itis 
fear of poyerty that makes men labour and 
toyl for profic; it is he, and none bat he 
thac knows the miſery of being ungodly, 
thac labours day and night. for Godlinels , 
how doth he pray with groans unucrerable 
for Godlinef ! bow doch the want of it 
make him ſigh ! how doth his ſoul pane 
afrer it ! Oh chat I were godly ! Ob char 


could believe ! Oh that I had Chriſt ! this 


is the cauſe why the generality of men Jook 
not afrer; Godlineſs , becauſe they think 


themſelves to be. godly, and bave Godli. 
neſs enough racarry them to Heaven , as 


if chis hour were the laſt of their dayes; . 
this ignorance of cheir danger makes ma- 


| ny men go dancing to Hell : millions are 
| now ſuffering Hell-corments for their felf- 


G 2 conceitedneſs 


3:8 \ NheProfitc Grlllindl. : 
eohbetednes «oor Godlmef-: Bleſſed is 
' man''that is ſenſible of \hjs want of 
Godlineſs. * Primus gradus ad falntem f 
vilere nulam ſalurem , the firſt ſtep to 
Godlineſs, is conviction of ungodlineſs. 

Inform your ſelves what is trye Godli- 
{ſeF .neſs : [this is one rear cauſe of che- miſcar- 
PER = of many 8s precious ſoul ;' they- live 
dye in #n ungodly ſtare they take 
hit {6 "b& Godlinefs which ist Godli- 
3 eſs; "no *wiſlake more" perfiitious rtjan 
3 mltaken Godlineſs, ſuch Miſlakes 60 flat- 
| _ men'into Hell. © 

Some do miſerab'y miſtake bodily 

chica for Godline's: if they do'abſain 
from meat for' certain dayes, he'upon the 
ground, bet their breaſts,- whip and croſs 
thethſelves,” and'deny themfelves the law- 
Tub tornforrs'6f: this life; they take this for | 
Godlineſs ofthe greateſt magnitude, yea, 
theit devotiorſ'ismuch admired by othere; 
My Text rellsus; this is nor Godiiveſs, this 
will not profit ust Let a man ſet himſelf 
wipoif the higheſt Pitinatle of ſuch'devorion, 
Fet lie is as far from Godlineſs, 85 he chat 
Atands in the valley of prophanentſs, and 
willows'in it; this is ſuperſtition, and not 
Odlineſs; his is but the doctrines of men, 
onal nor  Godlineſs, 14 


_ 2. Some | © 


Cans Z+ 


.- not Godlineſs ::. the true 1Goghoeſs': and 
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(32; bome miſtake Civility _ : 
af: they:do\ live orderly; and undblameably . 
(before men; -if they are no Drunkards;-no 
Adulcerers, they think. «hey; are: godly - 
there is: a iſhew of Godlineſs53n:this ay but 
' Godlineſs (it is+.not-:' Phariſkicali:Godli- 
neſs is an abomination in he ſyghr of Gold ; 
ir is but Philoſophical, an&dqu $priprural 
 Godlinelſs. .. it to Slyg19 
3. Some miſtake their good heankids, 
their good intentions, thezr good (duties z4 26r5!, 
their good) Charch.priviledges»fox Godli- . --/ 
neſs, Row: 2: \Heid norafew twhich'rs one | 
. outwaraly>;” thic-is: baptized), cometh to 
Church: partakech of outward priviledges, 
and nerformerh outward worſhip.;/1this is 


+ godly-men are not withou: theſetbings 2 ic 
is folly ta take the cloaths.of a-man forthe 
mn himſelf, -Oh therefore inform-your 

- ſelves thar Godlineſs conſiltech in.renovs- 
tion of hearo,/imabborring all fin; inward 
and outward, andi an application. of your 
ſelves to all duties and works of Goelineſs : 

-.this is gain, and all 0:her rhigg&-are bart wn 
'Yolſs ;-this is (gold; and: allithings elſe bur 
«-dung., when the tryal-of: Godlmek Mall 
" be made . Fey 464g 

- Beware Gt ach nteites p wwe Means 35 

rin; G 3 as A 
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 -as are deffructive to Godlineſs :1St. Paul 
"” exhorts us, 2 Ts. 2. 16. To ſban prophane 
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and wain bablings, which make increaſe un- 
to more wngodlineſs, noting there are opi- 
nions and. anſwerable praices in the 


_ . world (what ſhew of reaſon and devotion. 
. ſoever they: may have): yet are in them- 
' ſelyes prophatieand'vain, and tend to the 


increaſe of ungodlineſs , if once it ger 


-place. ... 
- ;'Labour to-convince your ſelves of your 
-" bwn imporency to atrain to' Godlineſs by 


your own power: Who can bring 4 clear 
thing out of an wnclean? Who: can bring 


- Godlineſs out of an unclean and unrenewed 
 » heart? It is called Godlineſs, becauſe it is 
from God; it is the divine nature, it isa 


ift fromabove, ic is nota plant ſpringing 


oma root in. nature : this conviction is 
neceſſary; men do negleR to follow after 
.- Godlinels\, becauſe they perſwade them- 
tetves they can be godly when they will , 
- which makes men ro delay their repentance 


and converhon unto God. - 


Be diligent in attending on-all Gods Or- | 


dinances, in the uſe of which God worketh 
Godlineſs; theſe are the golden Pipes 
chrough which this golden Oyl runs into 
every Virgins Lamp , in them we _—_ 
wit 
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with God ; and - His with bim, begets 
conformity to him ; Children by conver- 
ſing with their'Parents, learn ro imitate 
them. Moſes converſed with God a while, 
and his face ſhone: No men are ſuch 
ſhining Chriſtians as they who moſt con- 
verſe wich God in boly Ordinances. 

Study the knowledge of the Word of Means 6. 
God ; bis Will is the Rale of Godlineſs ; ic 
| is therefore called the aoftrane according to 
iGedlineſs. Titus 1+1, Godlineſs isnothing + 
elſe but our conform'ty ro the Will of God : 
revealed in his Word. 

Reſolve upon that courle of life,ſer what Means 7. 
will come, or can come, if you will hye 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus, expe& much oppo- ' 
ficion and -ontradiction from the world : 
nothing is more hated than Godlineſs; baly 
reſolution is as neceſlary as the profeſſion 
of Godlineſs : he that is not refolyed to 
follow Godlineſs againſt all oppofitions 
of che world , will ſoon ſtumbie and fall 
into ungodlineſs at eyery tone of offence 
lying in the way. 

Beware of conyerſing with ſuch as are Mears 8, 
enemies to Godlineſs, that are ſcoffers at . 
it; no greater binderers to Godlineſs, and _.-, > 
rempters to ungodlineſs than ſach perſons * "0 
ſuch as theſe ſaid, Do any of the Phariſees 

G 4 believe 
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Hilteve. ow how ? a Fs xnemies to * 
Chriſt, and'endeavoured”thar none ſhould 
follow bim + with che froward thon 'wilc 


out, Away from me all ye 'wicked,' T will 


- will walk jothe wayes of God, muſt keep 
'-- himſelffrom the ſociety of the ungodly : 
fl; -examples 'are more efficacious than 
_ NT and Precepts. 

©" Seerhmt ye come to Chriſt who js full of 
_ grace, it'Visthe very purchaſe ?of Jeſns 

Chriſt, who dyed not only to purchafe our 
x :12! fouls, but orace alſo, not only to redeem 
$ us from Hell,” but alſo from our ungodly 
= converſations: come therefore'to him xs 
To : the fonntain-of all holineſs : All the wiſe 


FX 


"you one drop of Godlineſs ; they may com- 
mand ir,exhorr and perſwade you'to God- 
'lineſs ; but rione' but / Chriſt can infuſe 
Godlineſs in into your ſouls. 


, V SECT. 4. 
ar 208. - Ls ' Motivei'to get Godldeſe. 


OR TY IOnſider that Morive lin the Text : it 


* ling _— profic ; it is 'thar yo de- 
re, 


.. 


- learn frowardneſs : Therefore David eryes P"1 


keep the Commariamests of my God : 'He that 


(Virgins in Heaven-and Earth cannor give . 


is profitable - there is not a man | 


vs GS Uo) i ww T'y On af, 


Þring in no'profir 5+ there is. need of argu 
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"pre 248 is that you Dy 4A that ”_ 


ontraRt and-dargain-for; you ſometimes 
abour-and+bargain for vain chips - that 


nents t0 perſwade men to pget- profit :- Say 
but rhis bargain, or.that things very pro» 
eable-for you, you ſay enough; now here 
he Apoſile rejls us, rbat. Godlineſs-is prq- 

-able to. all intents ar:d purpoſes; - it is 
pain in every thing. 


is, and1t-will be found ro begreater profit 
than the raio of the whole world; God 
and Chriſt arethe gain thereof, God faith 
tO Abraham, 7 will be thy exceeding- great 
reward. Gen. 15. 1. One. faid of trath , 

The leaſt chings of rruth are precious; fo 


Hay | of Godlineſs, 2ui/quilie Pieratisſune - © 


pretioſe ; the leaſt things of Godlinels:are 
EAA great profic 3 the promifes,are 
called great promiſes what grear gain will 
be the performance. of them? the gain of 
Godlireſls is compared to & treaſure, bc- 


| cauſe of «the abundant riches thereof, W 
Itis ſtable and permanent gairs:.dureble Max. 3 

riches, Prov. 8, 18, other protitstake their, 
Wings and flee away; this gain-wilt -never - 
fly from us : -other riches melt like [Snow 


before the Sun, and-Wox before the Fite , 
but 


\ Itis:the' greareſt profit for quarginy's At-Moc. a; 


PeProfit of Godlineſs. 

but the profit of Godlineſs doth» not fo fre x 
therefore ir is called The {are mercies oflieed 
David ; ſure for performance , and [ardich: 
for : continwance : once poſſeſs them , angora 
alwayes poſſeſs them : it.is called Trea/nregn E 
laid np in Heaven, where neither math, no 
ruſt; nor thieves Can come to ſpoil wa of th 
profit of Godlineſs, | 

Itis-@ profit that will continue with u$0gl 
till death, and after death, which, nguds 
. worldly profic can; that may laft cilfyill 
| death, bur chen ir parterh from us; wethac 
ſhall carry nothing out of this world zhir 
but Godlineſs will go our of this world in 
to the world to come. Bliſſed are the 
that dye in the Lord, for thiir works fol 
low them. Rev. 4.13. 

It is everlaſting profir : ir endureth- 4 
long as Heaven endureth, as long as God - 
is, and eternity ſhall laſt : Ic is uſually faic 


{ 
in Sales of Land, To them and their Heirſbel 


for ever : when afterward it may be they; 
Heir ,prodigally waftech and fellech whagy;,, 
the Father purchaſed : but it is moſt in{mi 
'fallibly true, that the profit of Gadlinels i4no 
to thee and to thy ſoul for ever." 
No intereſt in the promiſes, unleſs you 
be godly ,; they are but offered and ten 
dered to you , whiles ungodly ; but the) 
are 


The Profit. of Godlineſs. ' , 
ſo re not yours cill you” be podly. What 
 offeed I ſay more, ſeeing he that is godly is 
azgich:in Earth, rich in Heaven, rich in tem- 
ingorals, rich in ſpirituals, bath an Heaven 
7Tan Earth, and:ſhall have Heaven in Hee- 
»oyen ! the day is coming wherein all men 
thihall fay , No profit like ro Godlineſs, and 

illgive away all for Godlineſs, _ if they 
 V$ould' purchaſe ir; the day of death and 
ngudgment will make 81} ſay, that which men 
tivill nor row believe when told them, viz. 
wahac Godlineſs is profitable unto all 
d zhings. 
n 
be - 
6 CHAP. XIV. 
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29”F* His ſhon'd encourage ſuch 3s are god- 
&-4 ly, togo on the wayes of Godlineſs, 
42 Cor. 7.1. Having theſe promiſes, dearly 
rSbeloved, let us Mean our {elves from all fil- 
\Qebineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, perfefting ho- 
Wineſs in the fear of God : Having theſe pro- 
14miſes, we ſhould ſtady Godlineſs; we can- 
Jnot be too godly : ſo many promiſes , ſo 
many motives to Godlineſs : let others fol- 
Wlow after the world, follow their laſts, ler 
us follow Godlineſs : go on till, and leave 


rhe ninety nine things of the world, and 
& ſeek 


- 5) 


Uſe 4. 
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ſet hana ofgrear price : Apply. you ich 
ſelves to the:conſtznt-prectice of all thee 
ries of Godlineſs,, ' becauſe every! duty: 
Godlineſs ;hath many ! promiſes, Pray 
hath many rich promiſes made to ir, ſoth of 
bearing of the Word; receiving the Sacrdat ir 
ment, repenting, believing; not one\wotp im 
of piety but hath his promiſe : The wickdore 
ſhall repent of their: ſeeking and followinky & 
afcer their luſts, bur:you ſhall never repete (ir: 
of your. following after Godlinels : |:rlwni/ 
worldiing ſhall regent of all his: gain; Wi! 
ſhall wiſh, Qh that I had never bees! ch; 
rich ! bur no godly man ſhall ſay, Oh thang! 
I had never been ſo godly! They ſhade 
leave al}, and loſe all; they ſhall leaype'y 
houſes,, lands and living , and loky| 
- God, Chriſt , and Heaven coo: but % - 
- that are codly, ſhall leave the world, 


of 


_ cauſe itis not worth the having and kee ho 


imp, -and ſhall enjoy God, Chriſt, and He 
ven for ever : Ob therefore co on Jn” * 
' eager purſoic of Godhneſs, and tell th 
- fooliſh world wondring at thy diligence it 
all godly exerciſes, what promiſes tho 
baſt, Doth any one-ask, What ails thee 
that thou art ſomuch in praying, hearing 

ſuchlike religious exerciſes ? rellrhew}- 

have the promiſes of Heaven-and*Earthn j 
which 
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'Olhich ſhall de perfortned, Do any ack of 


| 
"d&e, Why 8rt thou fo ſtri&t, ſo preciſe; {ſs 


'2 of fin, and deſt not as the moſt do? rell 
ayjemthoy hat great"and precious promi- 
af of He#ven and Earth; Tell all theworld 
at je is'thy ſhame dndprief that thow'arc 
*more' podly,- /that-thou'! doſt-nor do 
4 vre for God than"thow doſt; charvir is 
wy defire, and it ſhall-be rby endeavour to 
a] More codly. W ber thou findeſt-eby 
thn beare fearful becauſe of the worlds op- 
dſtrort of Godlineſs; fay ro thy ſeif}, 'Shail 
i cha minas] fear, who have ſuch reac 
had: precious profiſes?. —— When'thou 
Undeſt rhy bedre dul};ſlorbfol, negligenrin 
a © work of Godlinidis; Frytb chy. ſelf,2 Oh 
ohy ſou! ! remerbet "whac preciows"pro- 
Mifſes are maderro mes Shalll be negligent 
ving ſuch promiſes made to'me !norhinſ 
zonld more quicken'es to our duty, than 
Re promizes of God. oz 


I. 
p 


1% CHAP ys ard] 
tore: - "om 

*His may ferve as an4e of Adtrionition 
to the podly, vob! ſee thar' you ave 


h og in al cheptomiſecoſtlieprelenc 
j aud 


4 
b 
Dd 
- 
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We | 


. andfuturelife z then be admoniſhed to be 
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'wareot theſe cyils.  - ,, £0 

1. Of diſcontentedneſs with the preſerffar 
allocment of divimte:providence : Havinſdi, 
the promiſes of this 1:fe, murmure not bqha 


-eauſe you bave norſuch a large portion qſet 


the good things of this life, as others bave}th: 
content your- ſelves 'with the promiſe qor 
theſe things : be that murmurech ar Godrh' 
providences diſpoſing of outward things [dr 
diſhonoureth the faichfulneſs of God in-hilm! 
promiſes, as if he were cicher unwilling ofan 
unableco make good his Word rous: re 

Joyce as much in having the promiſes, ajefl 
you would in the performance of themfin 
One ſaid of Queen Elizabeth, That {us 
Conrtier might make a better meal of on(ſe« 
good look from her, than of a good gift fromm: 


Jome other King, More truly may we fayit 
_ . Of the promiſes of God, a Chriſtian mighſeu 


make a better meal in a gracious promiſeÞhi 
than on a large gift of his common provijsn 
dence. * [be 

How may a Chriſtian in bu wants dran{ G, 
contentment from the promiſe of thu life ? | G 

Conſider that you bavean intereſt in rhq al 
promiſe : your preſent happicieſs lies morg be 
inproiniſes, than in performances ; in req ar 


verſion, than in poſſcflion., Þ * G 


2, Conſidey. 
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co0d in ſome meaſure for” the prefenc, fo 
leffar'as the wifdom of God judgeth expe- 
vinſdient for your greater good: whar we 
| bqhave for the preſent, is beſt-for che pre- 
n ſent : for the promiſes diſtil] goodneſs, as 
wveſthe clouds diſtill Rain, according ro Gods 
e qordering : when ſhowers are belt for us, 
20dqrhe promiſes comedown in ſhowers ; when 


g5 [drops are more expedient for us, the pro- + 


Lhilmiſes, like clonds,' do let fall ſome drops , 
p Ojand are blown over for the preſent. 

re} 3. That ſuch is Gods loveand power-iti 
; 8leffeRing the promiſe, that he can and will 
emindue time perform his word of promiſe ro 
t 4us ; letthings go as they lift , Jer all chings 
on\ſcem impoſſible, improbable, yet God:can 
rom make his word good, and will in due time : 


ſayit was improbable, yea impoſſible(as to na- | 


ghfrure) that Abrabam ſhould have'a childin 
iſe] his old age ; yer Row. 4. 18. He believed 
wiſsn hope againſt hope ; the reaſon given is, 

| [becauſe he was fully perſwaded, that what 
"af God had promiſed, he was able to performs : 
? | God can make his promiſes break thorow 
ehq all difficulties; he will make mountains to 
orq become vallies before his promiſes: it is 
rej an Atheiſtical queſtion of unbelievers, Cas 
God prepare a T able in the wilderneſs ? God 


can, 


d bq 2. Conſider thar the promiſe is made 


: OE PII 
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can, cop it was Moſes*s' great (in of 


undelief, when beard; Inſt [ fetch w 


Perot 'of thus Roth ? yet Moſes, througl 


er-of God, made rivers of wate 
io «out of 4 dry Rock-;- live then by} 
fair inthcm, till God perform his promi 
ſes c3faich will cranſubſtantiare promiſes 
mto:ithe very mercies themſelves ,-4t- will 
curn want into fulneſs, poverty into 
riches: 


perform his Promiſe : as a word ſpoken in 
ſeaſon, fo a promiſe performed. in ſezſon, 
15 like Apples of gold in piturts of ſilver; 


God'knowech the ficreit ſeaſon, we do not] 


heis optimas opportiuunitabis ebiter, the only 
andbeſt-ſudge of times and {eaſons. - 


5'Wait on God till be doth make-good] \ 
his promiſe; it 1s the propercy of faith to] 


waili, He that believeth: will not make haſte, 
1a. 28. 16, will not outrun Gods deter- 
minate time, but waitech ill the appointed 
time; jt will carneſtly expect, bur pa- 
tiently wait :, itis confident, becauſe God 
bath promiſed; bur will wait , 'though ic 


4C oa ler much the wiſdom of God} ni 
in caking he fitteſt times and ſeaſons. to} t 


rarry till the appointed time, 
6:.By ſticking -co Gods; promiſe, and 


yang ro this concluſion ; Oh I ſhall 'not 
want|- 
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The Pye t of Godls (7. | 
of Want what is good : Though! want what 1 
p4-Wwould have; Fſhall havethat which is beſt: 
gh though T bave' not char which is moſt, ir 
ter Will make a man ſay with David, The Lord 
by} «my Shepherd, therefore I ſrall not want. 
mid Pfal. 23. 1, and with Paw, He will not 
ſes} leave me, nor forſake me in my wants, 
vill} Heb. 13. 5. 
co] 7. By medicating ſeriouſly and frequent- 
ly on the promiſes of God : As the Mari- 
odf nec ar Sea in the night time caſterh his eye 
col after the Pole- ſtar co dire@ him in his paſ- 
in| Jage; ſobelievers in their'diftreſs, do caft 
o, | their thoughts on the promiſe 6f God for 
y | ſupport : (Meditation on the promiſe will 
tt: ſay che ſoul up, and make it to hold upits 
ily[head above the troubled wacers , medita- 

| tion will: ſuck comfort from the promiſe, 
od] when a man fucks not our all the mercy in 
coſthe promiſe, - | PD 


57 


te, © +. 
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a-|2, Aving fuch promiſes, | oh ler the 

dd godly Beware of fretting st Gols 


ic |boun:y coward the'wicked'in this life: Gods 
{ [liberal] band roche wicked is an eye- ſore 
nd |to good hearts; many times their eye is evil, | 
ot|becaule bis eye is pood, and they are apt xo n 

ne-- - H murmure 4 


T 
1 
: . 


ofit of Gealineſs. 
| murmure, q wan God I onk co them their 
_ penny ; as they in the Parable did; Mar:20 


. Oh beware of this evil, ſecing you bave the| 
promiſe of theſe things, and better promi-| 


ſes too. : You know how.the Prodigals 
' Brocher murmured at his Facher,; becauſe 
he killed the farred Calf, and called forthe 
Robe and Ring for bis Son that, was re- 
curred home: What ſaid his Father to 
him? Sox, remember thou,art ever with me, 
and al that ] have is thine, Lyyk, 15. 30. SO 
God- faith,co his people : Frer. nor, ceaſe 
from murmuring,. when. you ſee God gi- 
ving the Ring and che Robe, and che ſat- 
red Calf ro wicked men : Fon, thos art ever 


with me, and all that 1 have is thine , Grace] . 


and glory is thine, and every pood thing 
is thine, Oh therefore, when thy heart be- 
ins to murmure at ,the proſperity of 
wicked men, think what full, what precious 
promiſes thou haſt, remember ebem, and 
think that they are thine, and it will calm 
the rempeſts in thy beart, How ill did che 
Lord reſent the 1ſraelites, mu: muring thac 
the Egyptians bad Leeks , Onwns, Fleſh- 
pots, and they in want 4 he had promiled 
them a Land lowing wich Milk and Hony , 
they ſhould not envy nor _ luſt after the 
Egyptian Fleſh: pots ; God. having prog 
mile 


] 
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i] miſed Heaven andalltheſgood things of the 

20] life to come ;' %is: a fore provocatian to 
the] fret at the: wickeds having-the things of 
wi-| this life, | «of 

als! Having fuch promiſes, ic ſhould teach 
ule] every godly man to walk: comfortably /and. 
hel chearfully in the world in; every Rate and 
re-| condition; let the world fee there is mach 
[0] in Gods promiſes, .let the world ſee thas 
ve,| you believe them , that you+count.:them 
SO| rich poſſeſſions; ler the world fee that's 
:le| nodly mancan'live as comfortably on the: 
Bl-| promiſes of God, as the wicked canon all: 
ate] their delicate fare. | ATT 


ng CHAP, XVT. 
of Hee we may ſee in what a fad con-' 
dition all ungodly men are; letthem: 
1d] flight, oppoſe;  icoff ac Godlineſs- in 
m| others;- let: rhem take their fill of this 
be] worlds profits and pleaſures , and live as 
ac! ploricuſly every day , as the-Sun ſhineth ; 
h-| yet they are [the men 'of: Gods curſe; 

ed] they baye all the tbreacnings of the life _ 
' 3] that now- is, and of the death which is 
de] 'to- come': © however the. lonf-ſufferance 
| -and goodneſs of God may for a while 
S1] H 2 hold 
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| hold off the cempibaiat.s all tbe rewporal 


chreacned againſt, them, yer 
lee chem know; that the:'day is comng , 
wherein ail the threatnings ſhall þe made 
good; all clic curſes and ;woes ſhall light 
them" 5ll; che; plagues of. the mighty: 
God hall fall- upon, chem; and what evils 
God bach laid ep'in- the treaſury of his 
wtfch,-' in': Hel; ſhall . be; chei fy fat 
for-bver +5 As-'elj; promiles be fuly 
filled', - fo-'all. eticeathipgs. jj! 7God! is 
erie in botb ,- 'faichful in /borh;; juſk in 
borhby /'and-- powerful - to perform [hooks 
What will wicked men do:? ; Where-jvill 
the ungodly man appear in the day of 
executing threatnings 7 he” hath not a 
promiſe of oiercy; afhd having no pro- 
miſe, he hath no hope of mercy, having 
NG: -promile ; 7 I. ſhall __ obiald. any 
mercy: at all» © 
: Admire then the bleſſed _ of oodly 
mea, | becauſe chey;are fure of gvery ggod 
thing in this lifes; this" is :rot che 0he half 
of rheir happineſs q hey: are-fureiof Hea» 
yeuy ai ſure: s Heaven is; ;they.are ſure-of 


4. for they have the prbmiſes of it; and | 


all Gods promifei are mot ſure. and .cer- 
rin, 41d ſhall be ſulfilled; Godly men in 
their worlt condician ,ave beer than 
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the greateſt wicked man on earth. What 
if they bave nothing buc hanger and na- 
kedneſs, famine, contempt and reproach, 
yet they have the ſure promiſe of Heaven , 
they are rich in poverty, happy in milſe- 
ry; they are honourable in. contempt 
and reproaches ; they are happy living , 
happy dying, happy dead becauſe of theſe 
promiſes ; © fortwnati bona fi [na norint! 
O happy Sainrs, did you know your goods, 
the end of your wealth !- none bur God 
knoweth how rich, how bappy you arv. 
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